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The Wireworm (Scientific name: Agriotes spp.) is a pest of potatoes, carrots, melons, 

and strawberry fruits that touch the soil surface.  Its distribution is more prevalent in 

large cropping areas e.g paddocks.  The damage is primarily through attacking the 

stems of the newly set plant by boring into the stems near the soil surface or later 

through narrow holes drilled into the potato tubers making them unmarketable.  

 
 

 
 

Wireworms are the larvae of different species of Click beetles. Larvae are slender and 

hard and feel somewhat like wires. Their bodies are segmented and shiny and are 

usually cylindrical, but flat on the lower sides. There are three pairs of legs close 

together near the head. Some of the most common species are white, yellowish-brown 

to reddish-brown, although other species may vary in colour  

 

Natural prevention can be achieved through encouraging birds to feed on the 

ploughed paddock prior to planting or during crop mounding etc.  Flooding the 

paddock or saturated water levels in the soil will kill the larvae.  A fallow period on a 

paddock will reduce the numbers for following seasons, similarly, a cover crop of 

linum flax (not the harakeke flax), white mustard or buckwheat will kill or reduce the 

wireworm population in the soil. 

 

Non-organic control is achievable with a number of sprays; the most common one is 

Phorate (sold as Thimet 20G™; Ground Zero™ or Nufarm Phorate™) or Methiocarb 

(sold as Mesurol™ snail/slug bait).  Application rates should be based on the 

manufacturers recommendations. 

 

Organic control can be achieved through using the milky juice of puha as a spray  

(1-100 solution) around the plants (this suits a home garden) or the preparation of 

larvae baits to attract them away from the crops.  An example of bait is the following 

one using corn or wheat seeds:  

 

WIREWORM BAIT: Soak corn and wheat seeds at a 1:1 corn/wheat seed mixture in 

water for 24 hours to facilitate germination.  

Place 1/2 cup in a hole in the ground that is 12 cm wide and 30 cm deep. Cover with 

soil. Cover the topsoil with plastic to warm the surface and to speed up germination. 

Cover the edges with soil to prevent wind from blowing away the plastic.  

At least a week later remove the plastic, the soil cover, and the bait.  

Destroy larvae trapped in the baits.  


