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Massey University taewa harvest 
The last couple of months have been 
particularly busy for taewa growers with the 
harvesting of the season’s crop being of top 
priority.  This year many commercial growers 
have experienced a low crop yield due to the 
long, hot, dry summer experienced throughout 
the country.  However, the taewa crop at 
Massey University faired extremely well 
under the conditions (with the use of 
supplementary irrigation) and produced a 
bumper crop of taewa. 
 
The Massey University harvest took place on 
the 10 April and was well attended by 
university students and a number of Tahuri 
Whenua members made the trip from as far 
away as the East Coast and Wellington to 
help lift the taewa. 
 
Small delays in the harvesting were 
experienced throughout the day as we had to 
make allowances for the American TV crew 
that had flown in to record the day’s 
proceedings.  Their footage will feature in a 
travel programme called “Under the Sun” 
over in the United States sometime later this 
year.  Unfortunately, due to the noise of the 
tractor we had to stop and start proceedings a 
number of times so they could interview Dr 
Nick Roskruge and there were a few 
unimpressed workers when a whole crate of 
spuds was tipped back out onto the ground so 
that we could pick them up again….slowly! 
 
However, the day went well and the hangi 
was raised at exactly 5:30pm and was a well 
deserved  dinner for  those  who had spent the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
day toiling out in the field.  It was also nice to 
see some new faces turn up for their dinner 
with a mixture of first year university students 
and kaumatua arriving at the Plant Growth 
Unit in the evening. 
 
A big thank you to all who attended and 
helped make the day run as smoothly as 
possible.  We look forward to seeing you 
again next year! 
 
 

 
Alby Marsh waiting patiently for the camera 
crew to give him the all clear to start the 
tractor and digger up again. 
 
 
Taewa harvest at Bulls 
On several weekends in May and June, a 
hectare of taewa were lifted at Uncle Peter’s 
property in Bulls.  The cultivars were 
Huakaroro, Moemoe, and Karuparera and 
considering the lack of irrigation throughout 
the growing season were of a particularly 
good size and quality.  About 1 tonne of 

Tahuri Whenua Inc. Soc. Newsletter, Issue 9 http://www.tahuriwhenua.org.nz/  June 2008 
Contacts      Committee members 
Nick Roskruge (Chairman) 06 356 7589       
Moana Puha (Dep. Chair) 07 838 5021  Simon Walsh 0274 285123 
Marie Russell (Treasurer)  06 350 5799  Simon Lambert 03 321 9867 
Mataroa Frew  07 873 6061  Richard Hunter 03 577 2376 
       

 



 2

taewa were harvested that were suitable for 
both the table and seed purposes. 
 

 
Sacks filled with taewa wait to be collected in 
Uncle Peter’s field. 
 
 
Visit to Market Gardening Exhibition at 
Otaki Museum 
On Friday 13 June, several Tahuri Whenua 
members took the opportunity to visit Anne 
Thorpe and her staff at the Otaki Museum.  
They currently have an exhibition which 
focuses on the history of market gardening 
within the Otaki region.  The exhibition has 
run from 14 March until the 28 June; and 
Tahuri Whenua growers donated some taewa, 
kamokamo, and kaanga to be part of the 
display. 
 
The suitability of the Otaki climate and rich 
alluvial soil type to different types of 
commercial market gardening is highlighted 
by the ability of grower’s to not just grow 
vegetables but also a wide range of flowers 
for the domestic and international markets. 
 
Over the years the Otaki market gardening 
community has been able to deal with all sorts 
of obstacles i.e. the depression which it 
counter-acted by forming the Otaki 
Commercial Gardeners’ Society; however, 
today the threat to grower’s is from the 
development of arable land into housing.  The 
Museum raises two important questions: Why 
are we alienating our best growing land?  
Where are fresh vegetables and fruit going to 
be grown next?  Certainly, these two points 

need to be looked at to ensure that New 
Zealand continues to be self-sufficient and 
produce good quality fruit and vegetables on a 
large scale without the need to rely on imports 
from other countries. 
 

 
Anne Thorpe (Otaki Museum), Uncle Peter, 
Uncle Jimmy, Nick Roskruge, and Campbell 
Chrisp stand behind some of the tools 
previously used to sow seed and cultivate  
fields. 
 
 
Matariki (Excerpts from the Matariki 
lecture given at Te Papa in June 2007 by Dr 
Nick Roskruge). 
Matariki is a reference to a constellation of 
stars known in European terms as The 
Pleiades.  In the Taranaki/Wanganui region 
they use the star Puanga (Rigel) to the same 
effect.  The matariki signalled the end of a 
cycle of seasons and a time to consider the 
new cycle of seasons.  All crops which were 
the basis of the food chain were harvested, 
graded, and stored.  It was mid-winter and a 
time to rest, to enjoy the fruits of their labours 
and to socialise through festivals and 
celebrations. 
 
Generally a poroporoaki to the old year was 
undertaken recognising those who had passed 
on and this was succeeded by a whakatau to 
the new season and newborn infants since the 
last season. 
 
The matariki celebration would not generally 
include physically working towards the next 
year’s activities, but a period of stocktake and 
planning for it.  To support this Māori utilised 
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the maramataka or Māori calendar which was 
based on indigenous knowledge of 
astronomy, cosmology, and the seasons; 
effectively ‘indigenous lunar science’ and 
substantiated by observation of the 
environment. 
 
Other tohu or signs were also utilised in 
determining horticultural activities e.g. the 
arrival of the shining cuckoo and its shrill call 
koia, koia, koia (dig!, dig!, dig!) in spring was 
seen as the calling of man to work the tilling 
of the ground for crops.  Similarly, the arrival 
of the star Poutu-te-rangi or flowering of 
certain trees or shrubs such as the kowhai also 
signified the arrival of spring and the start of a 
new planting season.  These tohu or signs 
would differ between regions, iwi, and hapū. 
 

 
Moemoe from this year’s Massey University 
harvest. 
 
 
Ngati Maniapoto Marae Pact Trust 
(Thanks to Tera Wright for the update on 
the Trust’s activities). 
The Māori riwai crop planted on the Trust’s 
K3 Farm has now been harvested.  The bulk 
of the harvested crop has been given out to 
Kaumatua, whanau and marae that have held 
poukai in Maniapoto; Te Tokanganui-a-noho, 
Marokopa and Rakaunui as well as 
tangihanga and a Hui-a-Iwi o Maniapoto that 
was facilitated by the Maniapoto Maori Trust 
Board at Rereamanu Marae.  Riwai has also 
been kept for seed stock for planting out in 
the coming spring. 
 
The concept behind the Trust’s garden is for it 
to be a community garden and that whanau 

that helped in the planting and the first lot of 
harvesting, were able to take riwai home and 
share with the whanau.  Those whanau unable 
to assist, were able to go and harvest their 
own at their leisure. 
 

 
Nga mokopuna helping Matua Corrie. 
 
 
 
Spud-in-a-bucket project 
The preparation and coordinating of this 
project for 2008 is coming along well.  Our 
primary focus areas for the project in 2008/9 
will be Te Tai Rawhiti, Hawke’s Bay, 
Manawatu, Rangitikei, Maniapoto rohe potae, 
Eastern Bay of Plenty, Te Tau Ihu, Oamaru 
and Murihiku and the occasional individual 
schools such as Cashmere School in 
Wellington. There are also a few volunteer 
coordinators in various places e.g. Dunedin, 
Kurow, and Invercargill who can take charge 
or assist with the project in their area. 
 
The new project website is just about ready 
for  launch and will acknowledge all sponsors 
and will be continually updated with photos/ 
recipes/ comments from participating schools.  
 
Currently, as a result of the expressions of 
interest which have now closed for 2008, we 
have over 2000 children registered to take 
part in the programme this year.  These 
children come from 36 schools located around 
the North and South Island.  Any late interest 
is being acknowledged and accepted for the 
project next year in 2009. 
 
Lastly the curriculum documents to 
compliment the project are well underway 
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and will be finalised over the next few weeks 
so they are available for the project in term 4 
of this year.  The main focus now is to follow 
up on sponsorship options for the project, 
especially in relation to materials such as 
potting mix and buckets and to work out the 
logistics of getting each school running with 
the project on time as the spring arrives. 
 
We are working with some of the 
member/growers on having sufficient seed 
taewa for the schools but any members who 
would like to offer their time or expertise to 
participate with local schools would be much 
appreciated and can contact me at the 
following: Kirsty Tatere, email: 
ktatere@xtra.co.nz Ph 021 378508. 
 
A note of thanks to all those who have helped 
get the schools and information together so 
far. Nga mihi atu ki a koutou. 

 
 

Name the project!!! 
We would like to create a generic name for 
the ‘spud-in-a-bucket’ project so that it can 
apply to all our Maori crops in a broader 
project. 
   
The name also needs to be able to be applied 
to some schools or kura who have planted 
gardens outdoors (rather than in a bucket) as 
part of their learning. 
 
If anybody has any ideas on a good name for 
the project – one that can be represented in 
both English and Te Reo Maori – please 
submit them to the coordinator by 1 August 
2008. 
  
We will update you in the next newsletter on 
progress with the name…….  Kia ora 
 
 
East Coast Organic Food Festival 
Many of you will be aware of or have 
attended the first East Coast Organic Food 
Festival which was held at Hauiti Marae, 
Uawa, Tolaga Bay on Saturday 29 March.   
 
The event was an opportunity for East Coast 
grower’s to promote horticulture on the East 

Coast to the 500 or so people that turned up 
for the event. 
  
Food and drink made from kumara, Māori 
potatoes, squash and corn were available for 
visitors to taste and buy throughout the day.  
The event was filmed for an upcoming 
episode on Country Calendar. 
 
Prizes were also given on the day to local 
school children that participated in the spud-
in-a-bucket program on the East Coast last 
year. 
 
 
Snippets 
International conference 
Nick Roskruge is off to present a seminar at 
the International Congress on Ethnoecology, 
to be held in Cusco, Peru, on 25-30 June in 
Cuzco, Peru. 
 
International Year of the Potato 2008 hui 
To celebrate the United Nations ‘International 
Year of the Potato’, a hui will be held at 
Waipatu marae near Hastings on 4-6 July 
2008.  The hui will include presentations from 
local horticulturists and field visits around the 
Hastings region; with an aim to promote 
Maori horticulture and knowledge, showcase 
regional organisations, and promote taewa 
and Tahuri Whenua, the National Maori 
Vegetable Growers Collective, to the wider 
community. 
 
For more information please contact: 
Hanui Lawrence (06) 876-5811 
 
E-mail addresses 
If you now have access to e-mail or have 
changed your e-mail address could you please 
send an e-mail to Nick Roskruge so that we 
can e-mail the newsletter to you; this saves on 
postage and you receive the newsletter faster.  
Please send your address to 
N.Roskruge@massey.ac.nz 
 
Congratulations 
Congratulations are in order to Dr Simon 
Lambert twice – one for his PhD graduation 
from Lincoln University and secondly on the 
arrival of their new daughter. 


