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NOTICE OF ANNUAL GENERAL 

MEETING 

TĀHURI WHENUA INCORPORATED 

SOCIETY 

 

DATE:  Saturday 8 September 2007 

TIME: 10:00am – 3:00pm 

LOCATION: Parewahawaha Marae 
  Domain Road 
  BULLS 
    
AGENDA: 

1. Karakia 

2. Whakatau 

3. Apologies 

4. Minutes of 2006 AGM 

5. Correspondence – inward/outward 

6. Matters Arising  

7. Chairman’s Report & Financial Report 

8. General Business 
• School Projects 
 

9. Venue/Date of next hui 

Kai o poutumaro o te ra - LUNCH 

10. Poroporoaki 

 

 
Please contact any one of the following 
committee members of your attendance 
and for catering purposes by Friday 1st 
September 2007: 
 
Nick Roskruge Marie Russell 
(Chairman)  (Treasurer) 
 
Email: N.Roskruge@massey.ac.nz 

 M.A.Russell@massey.ac.nz   
Phone: (06) 3567589   
Phone: (06) 350-5529 
Mobile: 0272066850    
Mobile: 0272574143  
 
 
Hui, Tolaga Bay 
 
Lillian Gray and her whanau are organising a 
hui from the 23rd to the 25th of August at 
Hauiti Marae in Tolaga Bay (Uawa) 
 
The focus will be on how growers can add 
value to products like kumara, potatoes and 
alike, Several Maori (and maybe one or two 
pakeha) chefs will be present to cook and use 
indigenous and organic products from the 
Coast. 
 
This will be a great opportunity to get people 
talking. People like Wallace Atkins 
considered not too long ago that his Urenika's 
were a pest and almost a useless weed..., and 
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now he is expanding big time to satisfy the 
(high-end) market he carved out for himself.  
And we should invite local media and even 
(Maori) TV I would think.  
 
Following from discussions at 'kumara and 
kawa hui' (at Tikapa) we will also focus on 
'how to build a business'; growers like Lilian 
(Lil's Kumara) and Fraser Taiapa (with his 
kumara wine), and others are quite eager to 
move to the next stage and to upscale in 
volume; We like to discuss the do's and don'ts 
in that process, funding/finance needed, 
quality control and certification of food 
processing. There are some established 
businesses (eg. The Pickled Walnut 
Company, Tolaga Bay) who are quite 
successful, and we will visit and learn from 
these as well. Andrea Bourhill (Business 
Manager of Crop and Food) will organise a 
session on these aspects. 
 
We also like to discuss other opportunities to 
diversify as a grower. Scott Shaw is putting a 
project together around the concept of ‘baby-
crops’ i.e. small-sized produce that might fill 
in specific niches in the market; just to 
mention one idea. 
 
At this stage we are still quite keen to hear 
other ideas too, but make sure you are 
available these days (23-24-25 August). 
 
Dr LHJ (Huub) Kerckhoffs 
Crop and Food Research 
Hawke's Bay Research Centre 
RD2 
265 Lawn Road 
Hastings 
 
 

‘Unearthing a Niche Market’ 
(From Horticultural News, August 2007) 
 

The latest Horticultural News has an article 
featuring Maori potatoes. With demand for 
taewa having increased over 600% in the past 
4 years, General Manager of Purefresh Anna 
Aloma thinks people are drawn to the 
‘novelty value’ as well as the heritage aspect.  
 

Terence Whelan, who has been growing 
taewa with Marcus Gripp in Patea, notes the 
premium for Maori potatoes is around 
$2.17/kg. Whelan and Purefresh enlisted chef 
Mark Dronjak to promote taewa at various 
food shows. Dronjak argues “People want 
more than just potatoes…they want 
something interesting”. 
 
Tahuri Whenua and chairman Nick 
Roskruge’s work on the taewa seedbank is 
mentioned in the article. Certainly the 
ongoing mahi of Tahuri Whenua has 
contributed to the food sector’s ability to 
provide more interesting products! 

 

Potato growers gain more bargaining 
power in South Australia 

Thursday, 02/08/2007 

The Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission will give South Australian potato 
growers the right to collectively bargain with 
processors. 

The ACCC says growers can collectively 
negotiate prices with McCain Foods and 
Safries for next year, while it makes its final 
ruling under the Trade Practices Act. It has 
already allowed Victorian potato growers the 
same exemption. 

Potato farmer Dominic Prendergast says 
because there are so few buyers, without 
collective bargaining growers are powerless 
to get the prices they need to stay in business. 
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