
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kia ora tatou 
Massey Harvest, Late and Lean 
This year’s taewa harvest at Massey was 
affected by the poor weather before Christmas 
and the cooler summer. As Nick Roskruge 
said, “It’s not a good year, a lot of the seed 
just didn’t come to anything.” With the help 
of Turakina Girls’ College, who became 
involved in the harvest last year, around 40 
people dug through the Massey plot, each pair 
of hands being a valuable addition as the 
harvester chose not to cooperate.  

 

 
Stacey Te Huia (left), Hani Morrell-White and 
Kelly Potatau-Giddens (right) searching for taewa. 

For Kelly Potatau-Giddens, one of the year 10 
students from Turakina, searching for the 
taewa was “a bit like looking for hidden 
treasure.” Various media covered the harvest, 
including Te Kaea and the Massey News 
(online at http://masseynews.massey.ac.nz). 

 
 
Ruatoria hui 
The recent Tahuri Whenua hui at 
Mangahanea marae, Ruatoria, saw new and 
old members come together to discuss Maori 
horticulture and development options over 
two days of beautiful East Coast weather. 
Members were well hosted by Hinetapora, led 
by Tawhai McClutchie, a member of the 
Tahuri Whenua kaumatua roopu. Visits to two 
local growers gave insight into the strong 
organic movement within the region 
(promoted through the East Coast Organic 
Producers Trust).  

 
Piki Winitana and Tawhai McClutchie with some of 
the produce on offer. The whare kai Tawhiorangi is 
in the background. 
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In the morning, a visit was made to Francis 
Tibble-Cutts gardens at Kiekie, Waipiro Bay. 
In the afternoon, Fraser Taiapa’s gardens at 
Tikitiki were the destination of our convoy 
which paused at the famous and very 
beautiful church there. 
 

 
Fraser Taiapa demonstrating his weeding machine 
among young kumara plants. 
 
Fraser spoke briefly concerning the 
maramataka of growing crops in the region, 
including the ‘marangai’, an easterly which 
heralds a steady, soaking rain of several days, 
ideal for planting out kumara. He also showed 
the roopu his parekereke, the seedling bed for 
kumara, and spoke in detail on the soil 
composition of fine silt and shingle. Fraser is 
planning to increase the number of parekereke 
from two to six in the future. 
 
Excellent opportunities in horticulture exist 
on the East Coast, although hard work and 
constant networking are both required. We 
wish growers all the best for the future and 
hope to return soon.  
 
 
Wireworm  By: Nick Roskruge  
 
The Wireworm (Scientific name: Agriotes 
spp.) is a pest of potatoes, carrots, melons, 
and strawberry fruits that touch the soil 
surface.  Its distribution is more prevalent in 

large cropping areas e.g. paddocks.  The 
damage is primarily through attacking the 
stems of the newly set plant by boring into the 
stems near the soil surface or later through 
narrow holes drilled into the potato tubers 
making them unmarketable.  
 
Wireworms are the larvae of different species 
of Click beetles. Larvae are slender and hard 
and feel somewhat like wires. Their bodies 
are segmented and shiny and are usually 
cylindrical, but flat on the lower sides. There 
are three pairs of legs close together near the 
head. Some of the most common species are 
white, yellowish-brown to reddish-brown, 
although other species may vary in colour  
 
Natural prevention can be achieved through 
encouraging birds to feed on the ploughed 
paddock prior to planting or during crop 
mounding etc.  Flooding the paddock or 
saturated water levels in the soil will kill the 
larvae.  A fallow period on a paddock will 
reduce the numbers for following seasons, 
similarly, a cover crop of linum flax (not the 
harakeke flax), white mustard or buckwheat 
will kill or reduce the wireworm population in 
the soil. 
 
Non-organic control is achievable with a 
number of sprays; the most common one is 
Phorate (sold as Thimet 20G™; Ground 
Zero™ or Nufarm Phorate™) or Methiocarb 
(sold as Mesurol™ snail/slug bait).  
Application rates should be based on the 
manufacturer’s recommendations. 
 
 

 

 
 
Organic control can be achieved through 
using the milky juice of puha as a spray  
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(1-100 solution) around the plants (this suits a 
home garden) or the preparation of larvae 
baits to attract them away from the crops.  An 



example of bait is the following one using 
corn or wheat seeds:  
 
Wireworm Bait: Soak corn and wheat seeds at 
a 1:1 corn/wheat seed mixture in water for 24 
hours to facilitate germination. Place 1/2 cup 
in a hole in the ground that is 12 cm wide and 
30 cm deep. Cover with soil. Cover the 
topsoil with plastic to warm the surface and to 
speed up germination. Cover the edges with 
soil to prevent wind from blowing away the 
plastic. At least a week later remove the 
plastic, the soil cover, and the bait. Destroy 
larvae trapped in the baits.  
 
 
 
Introducing Young Maori Researcher Turi 
MacFarlane (Te Ati Awa) 
 
Turi MacFarlane, who travelled with to 
Ruatoria for the recent hui, has recently 
presented his research proposal to staff and 
colleagues of the International Rural 
Development Institute. Turi studied at Massey 
2003-2006 and has moved back south to 
complete his postgraduate qualifications at 
Lincoln where his father, Dr. Rob McFarlane, 
is a lecturer and research leader in the 
Agricultural and Life Sciences Division. 
 
Turi grew up on a sheep and beef farm on the 
Banks Peninsula, so is back amongst familiar 
territory. His presentation was well attended 
and provoked considerable interest in our 
Maori potatoes. 
 
“The contribution of traditional Maori 
horticulture to holistic, self-determined 
development. Abstract: Before the primary 
settlement of Aotearoa New Zealand by 
Europeans around 1840, taewa (Maori potato) 
was a staple food crop of the Maori people. 
Taewa ultimately replaced (or displaced) the 
traditional crops such as kumara and aruhe as 
the primary carbohydrate and subsistence 
crop produced by Maori. In their subsistence 
economy, communal societies such as pre-
European Maori viewed crop production as an 
integral part of the survival of the community. 
Despite a significant drop-off in taewa 
production over time, the importance of this 

horticulture in Maori society cannot be 
underestimated. This research will explore the 
relationship between Maori self-determined 
development and taewa production, within a 
contemporary context.” 
 
Turi will be interviewing a number of Tahuri 
Whenua members for his project and we wish 
him as the best in his studies. 
 
 
Adding value 
A constant topic for debate, at Ruatoria and 
other hui, is how to make the most of Maori 
land and resources. ‘Adding-value’ is 
challenging but is increasingly seen as an 
important development requirement through 
‘post-production’ strategies. As an example of 
what can be achieved, Richard Hunter 
brought along a box of examples, sourced 
from Japan but based on the kumara, that 
reveal how many added-value products can be 
made from a crop such as kumara. Purple 
noodles, chips, cakes, even a liqueur 
packaged in a screw-capped carton, give an 
indication of the sorts of products that can be 
manufactured and sold. 
 

 
Just some of the kumara-based products displayed 
by Richard Hunter. (Clockwise) kumara teabags, 
kumara liqueur (20%), and kumara noodles. 
 
Fraser Taiapa brought along a sample of his 
kumara wine which, along with Richard 
Hunter’s kumara liqueur, provided a lot of 
smiles and certainly added-value from our 
careful sampling in the East Coast sun! 
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Magazine articles and Web presence 
The latest ‘Cuisine’ magazine (May 07, no. 
122) has an article on taewa and Makuini 
Chadwick is there on page 129 and Nick 
Roskruge on page 132. The latest ‘Next’ 
(May 2007) has a 3 page article on Makuini’s 
saffron project, pages 171-174. 
 
Tahuri Whenua continues to operate a website 
that includes a forum for members to 
communicate and exchange information. For 
those with internet access, please visit the site 
and make use of the forum for the exchange 
of information. Perhaps ask your moko’s to 
help if the technology is still new to you! 
 
 
International Year of the Potato 
Believe it or not, next year was nominated as 
the ‘International Year of the Potato’ by the 
United Nations through the following 
resolution, decided several years ago: 
 
“Noting that the potato is a staple food in the 
diet of the world's population;  

Desiring to focus world attention on the role 
that the potato can play in providing food 
security and alleviating poverty of the 
population;  

Convinced that concerted efforts are needed 
to address the issues and challenges that 
derive from the reduction of productivity, the 
depletion of natural resources, the problems 
of the environment and the loss of 
biodiversity in the present systems of potato 
cultivation;  

Recognizing that there are important links 
between institutions engaged in potato 
research and development;  

Recalling also that, at its Thirty-first Session, 
it endorsed the International Treaty on Plant 
Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture;  

Affirming the need to revive public awareness 
of the relationship that exists between 
poverty, food security, malnutrition and the 
potential contribution of the potato to 
defeating hunger; 

Requests the Director-General to transmit this 
Resolution to the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations with the aim of having the 
United Nations declare the year 2008 the 
International Year of the Potato…” 
 
The language – and fine intentions – might be 
familiar to those of you who have followed 
the debate on indigenous rights, including the 
debate on Plant Genetic Resources (PGR). 
However, it does present an opportunity for 
individuals and collectives, such as Tahuri 
Whenua, to promote themselves and their 
crops. Details are on the following website: 
http://www.potato2008.org/en/index.html
 
“One potato, 2potato, 3 potato Wha!” 

 
Latest t-shirts destined for schools participating in 
Tahuri Whenua’s taewa growing competition. 
 
Next hui 
Tahuri Whenua will meet at Waitara on 23 
June to present the kaupapa to the ‘Pomare 
Day’ hui. The next AGM will be in 
September at Palmerston North.  
Richard Hunter has invited us all to Blenheim 
early next year for our first hui in Te 
Waipounamu. Details for hui will be put out 
as panui in due course. 

Tāhuri Whenua 
Incorporated Society 

PO Box 1458, Palmerston North 
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