
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Kia ora tatou 
Education Programme: Taewa in Kura 
As noted in our latest Management Plan, 
prepared by Brad Tatere of Agri Associates, 
Havelock North, Tahuri Whenua is well 
aware of the need to consider education, 
training and development within our 
communities. This is vital as we work 
towards future development which will 
require preparing our upcoming generations 
to succeed the current managers and be the 
future leaders for Maori and for New Zealand 
as a whole. 
 
As one of the strategies that will work 
towards this, Tahuri Whenua has taken taewa 
into the schools. Simon Walsh has been 
working with Newbury School, Palmerston 
North and Te Kura Kaupapa o Whaingaroa 
(Raglan) on a spud growing competition. 
Judging will take place in March of next year. 
This project was given coverage in both the 
Manawatu Standard (whose photo is 
reproduced below) and the Community News 
section of the Tribune. 
 
Mataroa Frew has worked with two kura in 
Maniapoto. The photo below shows taewa 
growing in an old tyre as a project for 
tamariki at Te Kura Kaupapa o Oparure, who 
Mataroa reports, harvested “awesome crop, 
enough to eat at Matariki and to grow again 
when they return in 2007”. 

 

SOURCE: Manawatu Standard - 23 November 2006 
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UPDATE 
 
Tahuri Whenua’s presence in the horticulture 
sector continues to grow.  We are aligned as a 
party to several diverse research projects 
including the product development of taewa 
through the Riddett research team. The 
collective is getting very promising feedback 
from the community and our presence across 
the country continues to grow. Registration 
options include ‘individual’, ‘student/juniors’, 
‘group’, or ‘kaumatua/kuia’ memberships. 
Groups include marae, schools, hapu and 
trusts that support the kaupapa or initiative 
behind Tahuri Whenua and/or are involved in 
horticulture.  Kaumatua and kuia are given a 
discounted fee in recognition that they are not 
commercial producers but they are invaluable 
as supporters to the kaupapa of the collective. 
Registrations continue to be received from all 
regions of the country – and overseas - and 
formal membership stands at 154 registration 
applications including individuals, schools, 
trusts, kaumatua and kuia from throughout 
New Zealand as at 30 November 2006.   
 
The website (www.tahuriwhenua.org.nz) is a 
primary contact point alongside phone and 
email (twadmin@ihug.co.nz) for the public 
regarding the collective and contains 
background information on the group, an 
electronic version of the registration form and 
files of recent newsletters and the summary 
document recently produced.  This website is 
continually reviewed and updated so that the 
information presented is correct.   
 
 

Tahuri Whenua Membership - Nga iw i katoa
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During recent months there has been a 
number of other hui and public presentations 
where Tahuri Whenua have been given the 
opportunity to promote the collective, its 
kaupapa, members, objectives and  outputs.   
 
These include: 
Jun-Sep: Display at Botanic gardens 
information centre, Christchurch 
29 Jul: Presentation to Ngati Apa, Tini 
Waitara Marae, Turakina 
8 Sep: Interview – National Radio (Nick) 
19 Sep: Hui with Waikeria Prison re gardens 
(Moana Puha/Mataroa Frew) 
25 Sep: Interview – Radio Watea; Interview 
Dominion Post (Wai262) - Nick 
23 Sep: Tahuri Whenua AGM – Te Putahi a 
Toi Marae, Palmerston North 
29 Sep: visit from Te Ara Whakaruruhau 
roopu (Ruatoria) 
22 Oct: Half hour documentary - Ki Tai Ki 
Uta – Maori Television (recorded in January) 
26 Oct: Presentation at Wahine, Whanau, 
Whenua hui, Hamilton (Moana Puha) 
27 Oct: Interactive visit with Newbury School 
to establish Taewa project 
7 Nov: Attended launch MRST Agricultural 
roadshow, Wellington  – TW Contribution 
20 Nov:  4 page article in Grower magazine – 
HortNZ publication 
Nov: Newspaper articles re school projects 
(Manawatu Standard; Tribune) 
 
 
 
Uncles Pita and Hemi continue to fly the flag 
at various hui and are the TW ‘go to’ men for 
media events. Their duties have included 
manning a stall at this years’ Agricultural 
Field Day, Mystery Creek in June. Such 
opportunities maintain our presence in the 
eyes of both the public and the wider sectoral 
interests. And what better representatives 
could we hope to have than these two 
handsome men! Kia ora korua!! 
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Third AGM, September, Palmerston North 
 
A successful AGM was held on the 23rd of 
September at Te Putahi a Toi Marae, 
Palmerston North. Committee members were 
confirmed for a period of two years; Mataroa 
Frew has taken on the role of secretary. 
 
Wide-ranging debate at the end of the AGM 
revolved around issues of how to progress 
economic development opportunities for 
Maori growers. While calls for investigating 
how to secure Intellectual Property on the 
‘Maori potato’ varieties were made, it is 
acknowledged that options are limited. The 
government is currently revisiting the WAI 
262 claim on the rights to ‘own’ and benefit 
from indigenous plants and animals, but 
taewa do not fall into that category (being 
South American in origin). Richard Hunter, 
currently collaborating with Del Wihongi and 
her kumara project, noted the difficulties of 
reconciling Western conceptions of property 
with Maori tikanga.  
 
Development for Maori in any sector is 
difficult, requiring a range of skills and 
abilities that are do not come together by 
chance but require ongoing commitment by 
individuals and collectives. Tahuri Whenua 
aims to contribute to the options for Maori by 
continuing to network within the horticultural 
sector, linking people and projects for the 
benefit of Maori development. 
 

 
Richard Hunter, and Uncles Jim and Pita, swotting 
up at the AGM. 

 

Sustainable Farming Fund - 2007 
 
The purpose of the Ministry of Agriculture 
and Forestry’s Sustainable Farming Fund is to 
support projects that contribute to improving 
the financial and environmental performance 
of land-based sectors by helping to solve 
problems and take up opportunities to 
overcome barriers to economic, social and 
environmental viability.  

The Fund focuses on projects that are 
practical and show value for money. 

 

The Fund provides grants for projects lasting 
from one to three years. The maximum grant 
payable will normally not exceed $200,000 
(GST inclusive) per project per year (i.e., 
$600,000 over three years). There is no lower 
limit for funding. 

There are two funding categories: 

Up to $20,000.00 (GST inclusive)  
This category is aimed at – but not restricted 
to – projects that have a regional, as opposed 
to national, focus. It will also suit proposals 
from smaller industries, new or emerging 
crops, or groups new to research funding. It is 
a one-stage process.  

Greater than $20,000 (GST inclusive)  
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This category is aimed at project proposals 
with larger and more complex work 
programmes, including - but not restricted to - 
nationally focused and well established 
industries. This larger grant application 
involves a two-stage process.  



If you are successful in going through to 
phase II, an application form will be sent out 
to you in April 2006. The phase II application 
form will require itemised budgets, 
timeframes and milestones as well as 
evidence of community participation in terms 
of commitment to the project and financial 
contribution. 

Projects must seek to address a need that is 
identified by a community of interest. Once 
the community has made an application to the 
Fund, it will be known as “the applicant 
group”. The applicant group needs to 
demonstrate commitment to the project and 
be willing to contribute to it.  

Projects will address a range of topics 
including, but not restricted to: 
Adding value and making market 
connections.  
Demonstration projects.  
Information/technology transfer.  
Identifying barriers to and options for 
improved land use and management.  
Technical investigations supporting the better 
use and allocation of water resources.  
Improving management decision support.  
 
Criteria 
Applications will be assessed on the basis of 
the following criteria:  
Potential Impact — An assessment of the 
overall financial, environmental and social 
benefits that would stem from a successful 
project. This will include considering the 
following: 

 Scale of the problem or opportunity 
being addressed — including, where 
appropriate, consideration of 
alignment to wider industry strategies 
or priorities.  

 Likely success of the knowledge 
transfer/extension activities proposed 
within the project — i.e., how well 
and widely the new knowledge, 
practice or technology developed will 
be disseminated, adopted and 
implemented.  

User Commitment: An assessment of the 
Community of Interest’s (and other relevant 
stakeholders’) commitment to, and 
engagement in, the project. This will include 
composition and roles of the Project Team; 
financial and in-kind commitments being 
made to the project.  
Ability to Deliver: An assessment of the 
technical and project management skills and 
capabilities being brought to bear on the 
project.  
Value for Money: An assessment of the 
overall value for money based on the cost of 
the project and the potential benefits it might 
deliver.  
Overall Portfolio: An assessment of the 
balance across sectors, regions and outcomes. 
This will include consideration of existing 
SFF project investments, and, where relevant, 
those of other funders.  
Other Factors: Where relevant, issues such 
as timeliness and innovativeness of approach 
will be factored into the overall assessment 
and ranking process.  
Important: posted/faxed applications will not 
be accepted. 
 

Proposed Timetable  
  Event Timing 

Phase 1 applications close   12 February 
2007 

Applicants for funds of over $20,000 
advised re: proceeding to Phase 2 (or 
not)   

Early April 
2007 

Applicants for funds of $20,000 or 
less advised re: success (or not)   May 2007 

Phase 2 (full proposals) applications 
close   

Early May 
2007 

Phase 2 results announced   Mid June 
2007 

Applications for 2007/08 financial year 
Applications are now invited for projects that 
will start during the 2007/08 financial year. 

Applicants must use the official guidelines 
and available on the SFF website: 
http://www.maf.govt.nz/sff/apply/sff-
application-guidelines-2007.htm  

 4

 



 

SILVER SCURF (by Nick) 

Silver scurf is a potato disease caused by the 
fungus Helminthosporium solani. The damage 
caused by the fungus is mostly cosmetic 
limited to silvery or shiny blemishes and 
lesions on the skin of the tuber. These lesions 
reduce both tuber quality and marketability 
and processors have difficulty peeling the 
skin off tubers when lesions on the exterior of 
the potato become excessive.  Te Maori, 
Rakiura and Moemoe commonly suffer from 
silver scurf and other varieties of taewa are 
also susceptible. 

The disease may be introduced into crop 
production from infected seed (this is the 
most common way for taewa). The fungus 
can also survive in soil on dead and decaying 
organic matter and, as a result, will 
overwinter on the paddock, potentially 
subjecting a subsequent potato crop to a new 
cycle of infection.  
 
The symptoms of the silver scurf disease are 
classified as primary and secondary infection. 
Primary infection is usually seen on the skin 
at the stem end of the tuber as a smooth, grey 
and silvery sheen. The fungus can infect 
white skinned, red skinned, and russet 
skinned potatoes eventually covering a major 
portion of the tuber surface. The tissue 
underlying the lesions remains unaffected. 
Infection of red skinned potatoes can partially 
or completely discolor the skin. In severe 
cases primary lesions may shrivel and 
enhance shrinkage of the potatoes.  
 

 
Tuber with Silver Scurf – note shiny appearance. 

 
 
Secondary infection may not significantly 
affect the skin structure but may severely 
impair the appearance of the potato. 
Secondary infections may cover a major 
portion of the tuber surface and usually 
appear in storage and starts as black circular 
lesions on several areas of the tuber. 
Eventually these lesions will increase in size, 
and will join together and disfigure the 
appearance of the potato.  
 
Delayed harvest, particularly after the vine 
dies off, appears to increase the severity of the 
disease. Wet and warm soil conditions help 
spore production by the fungus, thereby 
increasing the chances of healthy potatoes 
becoming infected. Harvesting and handling 
operations are likely to mix infected potatoes 
with healthy potatoes resulting in new 
infections on the tubers.  
 
Control of Silver scurf 
 
The fungus is often seed borne but, in most 
cases, seed potatoes do not show the 
characteristic silvery lesion on the skin 
because seed storage temperatures are not 
favourable for growth of the fungus. 
However, at these temperatures the fungus 
will survive in the skin of the potato and 
remain until conditions become favourable for 
spore production and spread. Therefore, the 
use of an effective seed treatment is important 
in the management of silver scurf on potatoes. 
The best approach to controlling such a 
fungus is with seed treatment fungicides such 
as Maxim™ or Monceren™ prior to seed 
tubers going into storage. Avoid delaying 
harvest as it could increase the amount of 
infection in the field. Eliminate dirt and debris 
that move with the potatoes before loading 
potatoes into storage as these materials can 
carry silver scurf spores.  
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Tahuri Whenua Promotions Next Hui 
  
Publicity material to promote the collective 
and its kaupapa is currently limited to the 
registration brochure, quarterly newsletter and 
website which is accessible to all the target 
groups of the collective.  Considerable effort 
has been made into identifying cost recovery 
ways to promote the collective to members 
and the wider public.  Currently, shirts, T-
Shirts, potae (hats) and stickers are sold to 
members and supporters and they have 
proved to be very popular as well as 
functional.  Vegetable seeds, taewa tubers and 
information regarding cropping activities 
have also been made available to the public.   
Tahuri Whenua will also be looking to 
prepare a range of posters and visual 
accessories to have available for promotional 
events, including school visits and 
presentations. Information dissemination and 
education of the next generation of Maori will 
be our next target project. 

Te Ara Whakaruruhau roopu and Tawhai 
McClutchie (a member of the Tahuri Whenua 
kaumatua group) have offered to host our next 
hui: 
DATE:  9 - 10 March 2007 
PLACE: Ruatoria 
Whakaeke - 5pm Friday 9 March followed by 
korero and perhaps a bit of a tour. 
Poroporoaki - 3pm Sat 10 March  
Final venue is yet to be decided but I’m sure 
we are all excited to be heading to the Te Tai 
Rawhiti. 
 
 
Until then, the Team at Tahuri Whenua would 
like to wish everyone a Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! – Nga mihi nui mo te ra 
Kirihimete me te tau hou 2007. 
 
 

 

 

Expressions of Interest 
 
Tahuri Whenua is looking for expressions of 
interest from schools looking to participate in 
the taewa project for the 2007/2008 season.  It 
would be ideal if members were near schools 
so they could interact and help set up the 
project and continue to be a representative for 
Tahuri Whenua. 
 
As a collective we are looking to provide the 
materials and information required,  however, 
due to limited funding we may be restricting 
the number of schools to start with, so please 
don’t delay to secure a position in the project.  
Please contact Simon Walsh for more 
information.  Call 027 4285123 or email:  
S.N.Walsh@massey.ac.nz. 
Write to: Tahuri Whenua Inc. Soc. 
P O Box 1458, Palmerston North Old varieties of maize. 

Tāhuri Whenua 
Incorporated Society 

PO Box 1458 
Palmerston North 
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