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Tena koutou katoa, welcome to the latest 

newsletter for the collective.  
Our membership continues to grow with almost 500 

registered members and again, there are many new 

members and faces this year.   

Tahuri Whenua has been recently involved in a 

wide range of various projects and activities.  

 

Visit to Aunty’s garden 

On 20 June we caught up with Hanui at Waipatu 

and had a look at the activities and services that 

their maara provides to the community at 

Hastings. We also had the conversation from our 

last newsletter where our Kaumatua group invited 

Hanui into their group, which she agreed to. Her 

niece Aramanu Ropiha also agreed to take her 

place as our Hawkes Bay regional representative.   

 
Harvest hangi and winter 

The last summer was fruitful for us here in the 

Manawatu in terms of the kumara harvest. The 

final harvest was held on the ‘shortest day’ (21 

June) and took a day so a hangi was put in for 

thanks to the helping hands, mostly international 

students. Many of them have returned home in 

July after their studies. As a norm, a hangi and 

hakari is always done to thank the effort and to 

mark the harvest.  

 

Panui for upcoming AGM 
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Ahuwhenua Farm award, May 5
th

 
Nick attended this award session at Wigram in 
Christchurch. The Ahuwhenua Trophy 
competition offers young Maori a great 
opportunity to showcase their efforts in the 
primary sector. Maori farmers are leading the 
way in terms of developing and implementing 
long term sustainable practices on their land 
as kaitiaki, as well as embracing new 
technologies. It is important that the wider 
community get to recognise and value this 
and the Ahuwhenua competition is a great 
way to showcase Maori in the primary sector. 
Next year Horticulture will feature as a 
category for the awards for the first time in its 
modern history. 

Science Teachers symposium at Roslyn school, 

Manawatu  May 15
th

  

Nick who was accompanied by Rodrigo 

conducted a korero on Maori Values in Science to 

a regional colloquium and followed with 

discussions with the science teachers present. This 

was a great opportunity to share our activities and 

how they can use that in their science curriculum 

in their various schools.  

 

Visit by Ross Intermediate students, May 15
th

  

Sharon Loveridge was a science teacher who was 

with us as a Royal society scholarship recipient to 

learn science and traditional knowledge in 2017.  

She visited us with the students from her school to 

reconnect to the various activities we are involved 

with. We also took them to Karaka Grove to 

witness the native bush environment and recently 

reconsecrated carvings.  

 

2018 Manawatu Fonterra Science & 

Technology Fair 

On the education theme, Tahuri Whenua again 

sponsored a book prize to the regional Science fair 

in July.  The winners were two young students 

who interviewed their peers on food and tastes; 

Emma Miers and Telaina Fa’aea.  Well done to 

them both.  I am now talking with the local 

Science Fair committee on how we can support 

Science fairs nationally with a similar prize. 

Aokautere visit 15
th

 May 

Nick, Wilson & Rodrigo took a visit to Tu-toa 

Academy located at Aokautere, out of Palmerston 

North and had a discussion in regards to their 

agricultural/horticultural development activities. It 

was an opportunity to share knowledge and 

experience and Wilson will continue the 

relationship going forward on our behalf. 

 
International visitors – cultural experience 

Thankyou whanau.  Recently we were able to help 

some international visitors (Aldo the Italian and 

friends) who had been working in the vineyards of 

Marlborough to a taste of culture. Our whanaunga 

Hohua Arapere working at Te Pa o Rakaihautu in 

Christchurch hosted them on their quick travels 

before leaving NZ.  They had a great time 

 
Kumara Network Presentation, 26

th
 June 

Nick and Rodrigo both presented at Miramar Golf 

Club on our He Tatai Hono project (Rodrigo) with 

the National Bioprotection Research Centre at 

Lincoln as well as Maori values (Nick) within the 

project and in science programmes generally. It 

was a good project update, and a chance to visit a 

venue only seen from the carpark previously 
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GISBORNE: In early August the MBIE 

(government super ministry!) started a round of 

hui to plan their community interactions for the 

upcoming review of the Plant Variety Act.  A 

representative made contact for Tahuri Whenua to 

participate in a scoping hui in Gisborne on 

Monday 13 August.  In the short time we arranged 

for a cluster of our members to attend which was 

very well received by both MBIE and TPK.  

Thank you to Syd Clarke, Fraser Taiapa, Ron 

Taiapa and Moana Puha for taking to time to 

represent us and I know this kaupapa will 

continue in the next few months – we will hear 

more about it. 

TAUPO:  In May we were asked to call in and 

visit the whanau of Pakira Marae at Waitahanui 

near Taupo to give them some ideas on land 

opportunity on a block next to the marae. Our 

main contact was Ngahere Wall who talked us 

through the previous horticulture activities they 

had and some of the options for some long-needed 

pruning. 

 

Te Atiawa visit via Nelson 
A quick visit was carried out from Wellington to 

Picton and Nelson. Wellington was an opportunity 

to look through the Sunday Farmers Market and 

had a look at the variety of vegetables while 

waiting for the ferry across.  

 
At Picton we visited the Te Atiawa activities with 

Glenice Paine and had a discussion around certain 

interesting issues from farm and entrepreneurial 

development to environmental sustainability. 

NELSON: we caught up with Frazer Clark at 

Nelson who is working in the horticulture sector.  

Frazer was originally from the ‘north’ 

(Whanganui to be exact) and has been a member 

for many years now. This was for the benefit of 

retaining and making connections and for 

international students’ exposure to Maori 

development and inclusions in various national 

and Pacific projects.    

 
Parihaka Project  

The recent Parihaka project being led by (Dr) 

Ruakere Hond which looks to build on the 

concept of maara kai as a community asset was 

supported by us.  We arranged for Ruakere to 

interview a number of our members involved in 

the community gardens including Aunty’s Garden 

in Hawkes Bay, also Taumarunui and Blenheim.   

Matariki speech koha  

Another example of the resurgence of traditional 

kai and activities.  Matariki is now a well-known 

part of our Maramataka. During recent Matariki 

celebrations, (Dr) Rangi Mataamua (author of the 

book Matariki) delivered a speech at Massey 

University in the Manawatu. We provided the 

koha to thank him for his contribution on behalf 

of Massey University and Maori staff..  

Pacific Region 

The projects in the Pacific region are continuing 

and we have a very active cohort of Pacific 

representation in many of the activities here in NZ 

as well.  The invitation to attend a hui in Fiji 

(most likely Vanua Levu) in 2019 to spend time 

with local growers stands and we just need to 

determine the best time of year to do that.  A 

group of weavers are also leaving the Manawatu 

this month to spend time with local weavers in 

Savusavu, Fiji. An example of our networks was a 

recent meeting at Cawthron Institute in Nelson 

where the work is focussed on ocean and fish 

research.  We were lucky to introduce some of our 

North Island Pasifika with a lone Kiribati worker 

at Cawthron – Alaric McCarthy.  Nga mihi e hoa. 
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Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 

taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori 

potato crops -  72 pages covering aspects of crop 

production and plant health for taewa ‘Maori 

potato’ crops.  Topics covered include: traditional 

crop management, beneficial organisms, pests, 

viruses, fungal & bacterial diseases & 

physiological disorders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tahua-roa: food for your visitors. Korare; 

Maori green vegetables – 114 pages 

introducing over 30 korare or Maori green 

vegetables sourced from freshwater, coastal 

areas, the forest and bush, as weeds in crops 

or crops themselves.  Each korare is 

introduced including whakapapa references, 

botanical status, and utility, and also includes 

some recipes. 

 
 

 

Rauwaru; Nga-weri, Maori root vegetables 

The third book in a series on Maori food plants 

has been published and is now available.  Over 34 

plants are introduced along with their whakapapa 

and contemporary status.  In early times these 

plants were staple foods for communities and 

travellers in a climate and environment that was 

very seasonal and had a limited cultivated garden.  

The plants are presented in sections on cultivated 

crops such as kumara and taewa, grasses, te Wao 

Nui o Tane; plants such as native orchids or 

perei, and maheuheu or ‘weeds’.  An introduction 

to some of the beverages made from some plant 

roots is included as well as an example of the 

maramataka and glossaries.   

 

 
 

 

Ma te wairua marie o Ihu Karaiti koe hei uhi i tenei wa 

o te tau, 

Nick and the committee, Tahuri Whenua 

 

Anyone interested in 

purchasing a copy of any of 

the published books can 

download an order form from 

the Tahuri Whenua webpage 

or forward payment directly 

to Tahuri Whenua, PO Box 

1458, Palmerston North.   

 

The cost is $20 per copy for 

members and p/p. 

 

If you have any enquiry or 

comment, contact us at 

tahuriwhenua@gmail.com 


