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Tena koutou katoa, Welcome to the latest 

newsletter for the collective. 

Let us take this opportunity to first acknowledge 

those members and whanaunga who have passed 

away recently. In particular I want to 

acknowledge Barry Brown of Manutuke who 

passed away in February.  Barry had worked 

around horticulture for much of his life and helped 

us maintain the kumara varieties over several 

years.  He was always passionate around growing 

kai and supporting Tahuri Whenua.   Moe mai e te 

rangatira, moe mai te moengaroa, haere, haere, 

haere. No reira, ka piti hono, tatai hono. Te hunga 

mate ki te hunga mate, te hunga ora, ki te hunga 

ora, tena mo tena.  

 

Barry (front row second from left) at a Tolaga Bay hui 2010 

2015 AGM – Taneatua 

A very successful AGM was held in September at 

the Te Wharehou, Te Uru Taumatua,  in Taneatua, 

Tuhoe iwi.  The meeting was well attended and 

began with a welcome and introduction to the 

complex and all its associated facilities.  This is a 

spectacular building, especially with its focus on 

sustainable factors. 

 

 

 

Mesu, Karen, Aunty Ged, Bonnie, Uncle Peter and Nick 

Administration:  

Lisa Warbrick, based in Whanganui, has kindly 

offered to help with the administration of the 

collective including our enquiries and other 

unseen activities.  Much happens behind the 

scenes with several contacts each week with 

questions and requests from around the country 

and sometimes overseas as well.  Aside from that 

we sell the books and contribute to projects as 

well as plan future hui – so always a busy space.   

Lisa’s help will be invaluable and many thanks for 

the offer.  Her contact can be through the link on 

the webpage or email at aotearoame@gmail.com.   
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Onetahua hui – Feb 2016 

Our annual Hui-a-rohe is planned for Onetahua 

marae at Pohara near Takaka in Golden Bay on 

12-14 February 2016.  This will be the peak of the 

summer period and no doubt a busy part of the 

country.  Please see the website for a full itinerary 

and contact any of the committee or Lisa to 

register your interest in attending.  Currently we 

are planning to hire transport from Nelson airport 

for the duration and this will include a full day of 

excursions on the Saturday.  Flights can be 

coordinated from Palmerston North direct to 

Nelson for the hui.  The marae holds 45 people 

maximum and there is further independent 

accommodation at nearby Takaka for people if 

that is their preference.  We are going to be self-

catering as well so will determine our needs closer 

to the time. 

The powhiri is planned for late Friday afternoon 

to be followed by the business end of the hui.  

Saturday will be one for exploring the region, 

home to Te Atiawa and Ngati Tama.  Sunday will 

include the poroporoaki and we hope to be able to 

head away around lunchtime. 

 

The Hui-a-rohe for 2015 was held at 

Ngapuwaiwaha marae in Taumarunui in February.  

It was well attended and enjoyed by everyone.  

Along with the kaupapa of maara and kai we were 

also privy to learn about the success of some of 

the local initiatives and visit two great maara; Nga 

hau e wha gardens, an initiative created by a 

roopu of kaumatua and kuia and, the maara of Joe 

and Jenny Allen, also in Taumarunui. Many 

thanks to the haukainga for organising this hui.   

Seed availability: 

One of the things the collective has been 

focussing on for some time is the supply of seed 

material for crops such as taewa/parareka and 

kumara, kokihi and kamokamo.  Each year we 

receive many dozens of enquiries for seed through 

all sorts of avenues; email. web, phone, word of 

mouth, personal visits and more.  We try wherever 

possible to provide some samples of seed to assist 

all these keen gardeners.   

For almost ten years now we have had a potato 

seed producer grow taewa seed each summer 

which has then been made available to growers 

for the subsequent season.  This has meant high 

quality, high health seed material has always been 

available, especially since the psyllid stared to 

affect local crops and seed maintenance  – but that 

has now finished and we do not have a supplier to 

follow on.  This will possibly mean a shortage of 

taewa seed other than what people can save 

themselves.  For our crops at Massey, we do not 

grow a huge volume so only have limited excess 

which is available for seed.  The growing and 

supply of seed needs to be a priority now so we 

need to think about the options going forward.  At 

this point we have organised with two growers 

(one each in the Rangitikei and Northern Hawke’s 

Bay) to grow a crop and potentially provide a seed 

source for next season.  Watch this space. 

If anybody is keen to talk around growing seed 

taewa in preference to table taewa then please get 

in touch and we can have a conversation. 

Parihaka Maara: 

The whanau at Parihaka have taken some large 

strides to recreating a maara which will meet the 

needs of the pa and it’s hui over time.  Early in 

September this year they arranged for the paddock 

to be broken open by plough with the horses of 

Steve Muggeridge.  The garden is thriving and we 

look forward to future success. 

 

Photo: Daily News 15/9/15 

Matariki koha: 

In June we were asked to contribute to the 

Matariki celebrations to be held at Government 

house hosted by Sir Jerry Mateparae the Governor 

General.  The concept we settled on was to 

provide a give-away for each guest at Matariki 

celebrations in Wellington and Auckland (400 in 

total).  The give-away was an envelope with one 

seed taewa 

(Moemoe) enclosed 

and label – as 

shown here – 

leading the 

recipients to the 

webpage for more 

information on how 

to grow their seed 

taewa.  A very 

successful 

promotion as a 

consequence. 

Since this event we 

have been asked if 

we could contribute to the kitchen gardens at 

Government house through seed and information. 

Watch this space. 
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Kura & kohanga: 

We get a lot of interest in the various maara and 

projects from kura and kohanga across the motu.  

Often they interact with local marae or gardeners 

and the Enviroschools programme is a great 

vehicle to achieve this.  One school that visited 

the Maara at Palmerston North was Te Kura o 

Takaro.  The kids had a great day, interviewed 

Rodrigo while there and got to take samples of 

different kai away with them. 

 

Regional groups: 

At the 2015 AGM we continued the discussion on 

establishing regional groups within Tahuri 

Whenua to better support activities at a regional 

level and to promote networks and interaction. 

Already we have three regions identified who 

have indicated their keenness to establish 

branches;  

 Taranaki (Glen Skipper),  

 Eastern Bay of Plenty (Mataatua) with 

Whaea Mina Timutimu, and  

 Te Tai Rawhiti (Panapa Ehau) 

We hope to look at a formal branch structure 

whereby we can draw a committee of some sort 

through a representative of each regional group.  

We can then coordinate support at two levels, 

regional and national – and undertake more 

regular hui and workshops at these levels.  

Anyone who would like to know more on this 

exciting development can talk with any of the 

committee and we will update everyone on the 

progress as it happens.  You should also watch the 

website for new developments and regional pages 

as they evolve. 

 

Website: 

During 2015 we have been developing the new 

website for Tahuri Whenua and it is coming 

together well.  You will find new pages quite 

regularly and a growing resource around 

information, photos and links.  A quick look at the 

Google analysis of the site shows we have had 

4411 page-views since 1 April to 1 December as 

part of 1377 users who came to the site covering 

1744 sessions in total. Of those sessions the 

majority (close to 70%) were local (NZ) but 

visitors also included 130 from Brazil, 20 from 

Italy and a whole lot of minor countries besides, 

including the USA, UK, South America, and 

Australia.  78% of these visitors have been new 

sessions and that is a good value we are told. 

Any feedback on the site or assistance in getting 

photos resized to load up is always appreciated. 

 

 
Te Wharehou, Taneatua – AGM 2015 

 

Moari’s project: 

Just south of Putiki in Whanganui, Moari Bailey 

is helping lead a project on whanau land which is 

a combination of ecosystem restoration and 

horticulture.  The project includes wetland 

restoration near State Highway 3, plantings of 

orchard trees and maara kai.  She has recently 

been host to a whole lot of permaculture growers 

there for a conference as well as a number of 

groups of students including some from Massey – 

see picture below.  

 
You will be interested to know she has been 

acknowledged by the local council for the work 

on this project and is great in her willingness to 

share the success of their planning and 

implementation.  Moari is a strong supporter of 

Tahuri Whenua and we are equally keen to 

support this initiative as a good model of 

restoration.  Kia kaha. 
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Moana on an adventure: 

Moana has left the country…  From July for 3 

years at least! Congratulations to Moana Puha our 

deputy Chair on her new job with a 3 year 

contract in the UK.  A major change in place and 

lifestyle no doubt.  For those of you who follow 

Facebook you will have seen some of her 

adventures maybe.  For others we can tell you she 

is based out of Worcester somewhere in Middle 

England, working for a Dairy related business – 

and by all accounts is a consummate tourist and 

still getting over the WOW factor.  Here she is at 

Oxford Circus! 

 

Application by industry on a BCA for psyllid: 

An application proposing to release Tamarixia 

triozae as a biological control agent (BCA) of the 

Tomato potato psyllid (TPP) is likely to be made 

to the EPA (Environment Protection Authority) in 

late January 2016 and they are seeking responses 

from Maori around the proposal.  The application 

is being made by several interest groups: Potatoes 

New Zealand Inc., Tomatoes NZ Inc., Vegetables 

NZ Inc., Heinz-Wattie’s NZ Ltd, and NZ 

Tamarillo Growers Association Inc. 

 

We are all well aware of the impact the TPP or 

Psyllid has had on our taewa crops – and the 

inability to control it completely – hence the 

reason industry is looking for more tools to apply 

to its control.  The applicants have released an 

overview of their proposal which we have put up 

on the website.  Essentially they note the cost of 

the psyllid to the New Zealand horticulture sector 

(not including Maori crops!) as well over 

$100million through the disease transmission 

related to the feeding habits of the pest.  The main 

crops and plants of interest for Maori are taewa, 

rīwai (potatoes generally), kumara, poroporo, 

tomatoes and any others of the same family 

(Solanaceae).  This introduction would primarily 

be to reduce reliance on chemical controls and 

hopefully provide a preferred tool for growers in 

their arsenal of controls!  Some basic experiments 

have been carried out to see if they will affect any 

of our 68 native psyllid species (all have native 

plants as host species so not dependent on taewa 

for survival. These early trials have indicated the 

BCA will not adversely affect any of the native 

psyllid species and should be able to survive in 

the primary potato growing regions of the North 

Island.  Wider testing and relationship to other 

species has not been fully determined. 

 
Adult Tomato/Potato Psyllid (enlarged) 

As Tahuri Whenua we will aim to put a 

submission into the application process with the 

EPA.  This is not until late January 2016 so we 

have time to draft up a response.  The main points 

to note are the need to assess the risks and benefits 

to us as Maori crop producers – and there are 

factors for either side – and also whether this is a 

positive step relative to our cultural expectation 

and opportunity to produce our kai-taonga etc. 

Anyone with a an interest or comments to make 

should read the background on the website and 

then get in contact with Nick or any of the 

committee with feedback. 

 

FACEBOOK 

 

Tahuri Whenua now has a Facebook page which 

can be found by logging into your personal 

Facebook page and searching for Tahuri Whenua 

or by going to the following link: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-

Whenua-Inc-

Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=t 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-Whenua-Inc-Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=t
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-Whenua-Inc-Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=t
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-Whenua-Inc-Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=t
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Te Moeone- Growing For the Future: 
Ngati Tawhirikura hapu of Te Atiawa in Taranaki 

have been successful in putting together a project 

for the summer period 2015-16.  Their project is 

about - Bringing community gardeners together 

with horticulture science partners to raise 

community expertise in heirloom vegetable 

cultivation. 

 

Tarereare marae has an existing community-based 

garden that aligns with the Ngati Tawhirikura 

hapu aspiration and is a conduit for positive 

whanau and wider community engagement. Many 

of the vegetable cultivars currently being grown 

are heirloom varieties. This project will explore 

the nutritional qualities of a selection of these 

cultivars and enable the community to use 

scientifically rigorous methods to investigate 

ways to continuously improve crop production 

and health value. The garden and marae will be 

used as the project hub for the vegetables growing 

and workshops. 

There is a growing interest in food security within 

the Taranaki community and how to best use land 

to produce nutrient-dense food in a sustainable 

manner. The community holds a large amount of 

general knowledge about gardening and this 

project seeks to build on this knowledge and test 

current community observations and practices 

using science and technology.  

This project will also help develop a community 

growing/harvesting template, visual diary and 

build a common strategic understanding for 

gathering data on crop production which will 

strengthen the ability to implement further 

outcomes of the hapu aspirations document. 

Anyone with an interest in participating can 

contact Glen Skipper or Venture Taranaki 

directly.  Three workshops are planned in total 

and will be promoted on the website.  The first 

has happened on 28 November and the next 

planned for late February 2016. 
 

Tupuna kai project: 
A new project entitled: Tupuna kai - Revitalising 
and increasing the utility of traditional New 
Zealand Maori food has been successful in 
gaining funding. The project brief is: 
 
Traditional kai (food consumed prior to European 
settlement) of the indigenous peoples of Aotearoa New 
Zealand (NZ), Māori, was important for sustenance and 
nutrition, and to support societal and spiritual needs. 
We propose to revitalise the importance of traditional 
kai by establishing an online database of traditional 
foods. The database will provide the foundation for 
further research of the utility of kai for health, nutrition 
security, and economic development. Individual, group, 
and institutional collaborators will be invited to donate 

knowledge. A collaboration between Massey University 
Māori scientists and Tahuri Whenua, the National Māori 
Vegetable Growers Collective will lead the project.  

 

Geoff Kira will lead the project and can be 

contacted through any of the committee for 

further information.  A full brief can also be found 

on the Tahuri Whenua website. 

 

Agrisea / Ocean Organics – profile (as 

presented at recent AGM) 

AgriSea New Zealand is a kiwi company through 

and through – a family company. It was started by 

husband and wife team Jill Bradley & Keith 

Atwood after they had visited a Hawkes Bay farm 

in the early 1990’s run by a German couple that 

was vibrantly healthy – no disease in pasture, 

crops or animals. The main input on this farm was 

seaweed. This prompted them to begin some years 

researching seaweed internationally. What species 

is used? What’s it good for? How is it used?  They 

then narrowed down to look at NZ seaweed 

species – Jill and 

Keith engaged in 

years of trialing 

(Keith brewing and 

Jill growing) before 

choosing the NZ 

seaweed species 

Ecklonia radiata as 

the optimum 

seaweed for soil and 

plant health. The 

changes in their own half acre garden in Auckland 

city were visible – pests and disease were a thing 

of the past; fruit and vegetables had a sweeter 

taste, the foliage was a deeper green and flowers  

vibrant.   

In 1996 Jill and Keith formed a company called 

Ocean Organics and brewed certified organic 

liquid seaweed concentrates for soil and plant 

health for the NZ home garden market. We have 

also developed a range of soaps and creams; 

seaweed skin spray and bath bags and seaweed 

capsules for human health that are pure and safe 

to use. In 2004 Jill and Keith formed a new 

company called AgriSea New Zealand for the 

agriculture, viticulture and horticulture sectors. 

Their son, Tane Bradley, (who is now the General 

manager for both companies).  The company is 

based in Paeroa in the Waikato.  For more 

information feel free to contact Lindsay 

Wehipeihana on 021 895345 or at 

www.agrisea.co.nz.  

They have recently sponsored some of our maara 

kai project with their products.  Nga mihi atu.

http://www.agrisea.co.nz/
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E-mail addresses: 
If you now have access to e-mail or have changed 

your e-mail address could you please send a  

message to us so that we can e-mail the newsletter 

to you; this saves on postage and you receive the 

newsletter faster.   

Please send your contacts to: 

tahuriwhenua@gmail.com 

Subscriptions: 

The 2016 subscriptions are now due. Amounts 

have remained the same: adults $10; kaumatua, 

kuia, students $10; groups, marae, schools $50 

and corporate $200/yr.  Please forward them to 

The Secretary, P O Box 1458, Palmerston North. 

Students and others – update 

past and present: 

Rodrigo Estrada de la Cerda – late in March we 

held a poroporoaki at Parewahawaha marae in 

Bulls for Rodrigo to celebrate his two years with 

us and imminent return to Guatemala.  Rodrigo 

successfully completed his Master’s thesis on the 

origin and dispersal of the kūmara around the 

Pacific region.  He put together a very concise and 

interesting story of this food and its relationship to 

various cultures.  Since returning to his homeland 

he has secured a job with NORDIC as an 

agricultural consultant so is still on the road and 

now working with growers every day. 

 

Mesu Tora – following a successful 2014 summer 

scholarship with our projects here at Massey 

Mesu returned to Fiji in March to later return to us 

in June as a research assistant while he prepares to 

start a postgraduate study programme in 2016.  

Mesu is again managing our collection of taewa 

and kumara and plans to continue training as an 

ethnobotanist, someone with an inherent interest 

in the relationship of people to plants.   

 

 
80th Birthday celebrations for Uncle Pita with Nick & Mesu 

 

Marcos Schleiden Sousa Carvalho – joins us for 

12 months from Federal University of Lavras in 

Brazil. 

 

 
 

Marcos is in the middle of a PhD programme and 

will undertake a ‘sandwich’ year here doing some 

projects to contribute to his final thesis.  He is also 

learning more of the English language at the same 

time – as Portuguese is his first language.  Those 

of you coming to Onetahua will meet Marcos 

there – and also at other events until September 

2016. 

 

Zirsha Wharemate (PhD) – Zirsha recently 

graduated with her PhD in Nutritional Science – 

titled:  Investigations into the Nutritional and 

Sensory Potential of Taewa (Maori Potatoes).  

This was a long journey for Zirsha and it is great 

to see her get to this point and to celebrate with 

her whanau from Tauranga Moana in November. 

 

Stephen Fitzherbert – congratulations also to 

Stephen who has submitted his PhD thesis to 

Auckland University in recent weeks.  Stephen 

investigated the geography associated with the 

distribution of taewa and many of you will know 

him from hui and workshops over many years (see 

below – Stephen on the right 2010 at Waitara). 
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Maara kai projects: 

In recent years we have been heavily involved in 

the maara kai projects sponsored by Te Puni 

Kokiri and last summer there was a range of 

maara throughout the Aotea, Wellington and Te 

Tau Ihu regions which benefited from 

membership of Tahuri Whenua. 

 

So here is a pictorial look at some different maara 

around Aotearoa. 

 

Waikawa marae in Picton: 

 
 

Nga Hau e Wha maara, Taumarunui: 

 
 

Tawhirikura hapū (maara workshop), New 

Plymouth, November 2014 

 
 

Produce from a maara at Rahotu: 

 
 

 

 

Kaumatua maara 

in Patea: 

 

 

 

Ako Pai Tararua – Levin 

 
 

 
Pataka at Jerusalem 

 

For all the projects under the Tahuri Whenua 

umbrella we provide membership to the 

collective, undertake a number of workshops 

throughout the season and arrange for the sharing 

of seed and produce to encourage everyone to 

work collaboratively.  The webpage has become a 

hub of resources and photos on these projects to 

showcase everything – nga mihi mahana koutou.  
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Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 

taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori 

potato crops -  72 pages covering aspects of crop 

production and plant health for taewa ‘Maori 

potato’ crops.  Topics covered include: traditional 

crop management, beneficial organisms, pests, 

viruses, fungal & bacterial diseases & 

physiological disorders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tahua-roa: food for your visitors. Korare; 

Maori green vegetables – 114 pages 

introducing over 30 korare or Maori green 

vegetables sourced from freshwater, coastal 

areas, the forest and bush, as weeds in crops 

or crops themselves.  Each korare is 

introduced including whakapapa references, 

botanical status, and utility, and also includes 

some recipes. 

 

 
 

 

 

Rauwaru; Nga-weri, Maori root vegetables 

 

The third book in a series on Maori food plants 

has been published and is now available.  Over 34 

plants are introduced along with their whakapapa 

and contemporary status.  In early times these 

plants were staple foods for communities and 

travellers in a climate and environment that was 

very seasonal and had a limited cultivated garden.  

The plants are presented in sections on cultivated 

crops such as kumara and taewa, grasses, te Wao 

Nui o Tane; plants such as native orchids or 

perei, and maheuheu or ‘weeds’.  An introduction 

to some of the beverages made from some plant 

roots is included as well as an example of the 

maramataka and glossaries.   

 

 
 

 

Ma te wairua marie o Ihu Karaiti koe hei uhi i tenei wa 

o te tau, 

Nick and the committee, Tahuri Whenua 

Anyone interested in 

purchasing a copy of any of 

the published books can 

download an order form from 

the Tahuri Whenua webpage 

or forward payment directly 

to Tahuri Whenua, PO Box 

1458, Palmerston North.   

 

The cost is $20 per copy for 

members and p/p. 

 


