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Tena koutou katoa, Welcome to the latest 

newsletter for the collective. 

Let us take this opportunity to first acknowledge 

those members and whanaunga who have passed 

away recently. Moe mai, moe mai te moengaroa, 

haere, haere, haere.  

 

 

We have once again reached that time of year 

when the vegetable crops are flourishing and 

Hana Koko is soon to be coming down the 

chimney for those of us who have been good. 

 

Wow, looking back on the year that has passed I 

can definitely say it has been a busy one. The 

seasons seem to have shifted with a mild winter, 

very hot and dry October and November and now 

back to mild weather. The recent rains we have 

had are a relief for many growers after the dry 

spell.  

 

This newsletter will be the last for the year and 

will recap the various meetings held or attended 

by Tahuri Whenua, highlight Maara kai projects 

currently underway and profile new students 

associated with Tahuri Whenua. Aleise will also 

provide some information about the tomato/potato 

psyllid (Bactericera cockerelli) for those 

interested in this insect pest. 

 

 

HUI-A-ROHE, Parihaka Pa, Feb 8-10 2013 

The 2013 Hui-a-rohe was held in Taranaki at 

Parihaka Pa in February this year and I think we 

were all in awe of the history and spiritual nature 

of the Pa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Friday a kaumatua hui was held in New 

Plymouth before the commencement of the hui at 

Parihaka. At the hui-a-rohe the first day was 

reserved for general business and presentations 

from those who attended. That night we were 

treated to a history lesson provided by Ruakere 

Hond, who is an amazing orator, about Parihaka, 

passive resistance and the fate of the tangata 

whenua.  

 

 

We started the next day with a visit to the 

Parihaka maara (as seen in the picture above). The 

maara was flourishing. 

 

We then met Maata Wharehoka at Te Niho o Te 

Atiawa, one of three meeting houses at the Pa, 

where we learnt more about the history of 

Parihaka and a chance to peruse the taonga kept in 

the house.  

 

After lunch we left Parihaka to visit the maara of 

Tihikura Hohaia and whanau located nearer to the 

coast (see photo next page).  
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Tahuri Whenua would like to thank the people of 

Parihaka particularly Urs Singer, Emily Bailey, 

Ruakere Hond and Maata Wharehoka for their 

hospitality and organisation of the hui.  

 

AGM, Massey University Palmerston North,  

31 August 2013 

 

The 2013 AGM was held at the Maori Studies 

unit (Te Putahi a Toi) at Massey University, 

Palmerston North. This meeting was well attended 

and the presentations interesting and informative. 

Before lunch Nick provided the roopu with an 

opportunity to visit some glasshouses where his 

students were growing strawberries and tomatoes, 

this was a new experience for some members. 

 

 

 

The venue for the 2014 AGM has yet to be 

determined so we would be interested in hearing 

from anyone wanting to host the hui in August or 

September 2014. 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL EXPEDITIONS  

– Nick Roskruge 

 

Our Chairman of adventures Nick Roskruge 

embarked on a number of overseas trips this year. 

 

April/May 2013 

This year Nick travelled to Cornell University in 

Ithaca, New York under a Fulbright award. This 

was a two month study trip to the university as 

part of his post-doctoral studies looking at the 

origin and movement of key crops. Cornell 

(below) is home to about 21000 students and 

probably over 10,000 staff as it is mostly a 

research institution. It is huge and has an 

endowment fund of about 5 Billion US$ which 

provides the money for the day to day running of 

the institution. 

 
 
Nick also visited Hermiston (North-Central 

Oregon) where the first of the tri-state (Idaho, 

Washington and Oregon states) breeding trials 

was being lifted for assessment. The paddocks are 

all lifted and groups of assessors walk the rows to 

determine which potato lines they want to go 

through to the following year. It takes 3 years 

from the first assessment to last one and 98% fall 

by the wayside along the way. 
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Nick then travelled to Klamath Falls, Oregon to 

assess other trials. In the assessments they had 

three categories; processing (French Fries etc.), 

chipping (Chippies) and Specialties. 

 
 

Below is an example of the specialty lines Nick 

was assessing.  

 
 

 

Oct/Nov 2013 

In early November Nick had the opportunity to 

visit Chile, primarily to follow up with some 

projects, but also a chance to look at the logistics 

of a grower visit to South America in 2014.  Some 

of you will remember Catherine Lever, a 

technician with Nick’s projects in 2011-12 who 

has since returned home to Rancagua, an hour 

south of Santiago.  Catherine and husband had 

another daughter at the same time as Nicks visit. 

 

 

FACEBOOK 

 

Tahuri Whenua now has a Facebook page which 

can be found by logging into your personal 

Facebook page and searching for Tahuri Whenua 

or by going to the following link: 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-

Whenua-Inc-

Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=ts. 

 

The main Tahuri Whenua website is about to 

be revamped so expect to see a new and better 

version sometime in the New Year 

MAARA KAI PROJECTS 

 

We have recently hosted a series of workshops 

aligned to maara kai projects sponsored by Te 

Puni Kokiri in their Aotea Region.  The first was 

in Whanganui and well attended by 

representatives from a wide range of entities.  

This was followed by another at Taumarunui, 

attended by over 25 representatives.  And lastly 

one held in Parihaka for Taranaki groups.  All hui 

were well received and lots of information and 

seed taewa, kamokamo and kumara tipu shared 

among everyone.   

 

The photo below was taken on a visit to the Nga 

Hau e Wha maara kai at Taumarunui – (number 4 

BP Road, Matapuna, south of the township).  This 

garden was formally opened on December 13
th
. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tairawhiti region 

Also recently some members of Tahuri Whenua 

assisted Ilminster School at Gisborne with the 

planting of a part of their maara kai project.  

Thanks to Megan Rangiuia, Deputy Principal  and 

Tony Garrett, their horticulture man, for the 

invitation and support given to the day’s events. 

 

 

Rowena Brown – Enviroschools 

One of the presenters at the 2013 AGM was 

Rowena Brown, a graduate of Ecology from 

Massey and now the Enviroschools coordinator 

for the wider Manawatu region.  The alignment of 

various kaupapa under the Enviroschools 

programme is a great resource and hopefully we 

can contribute positively from the Maori 

community interest and support them 

Rowena’s contact is: 

Rowena.enviroschools@gmail.com  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-Whenua-Inc-Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-Whenua-Inc-Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Tahuri-Whenua-Inc-Soc/124687931012205?ref=ts&fref=ts
mailto:Rowena.enviroschools@gmail.com
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Tomato/potato psyllid (TPP) report 2013 

 

The tomato/potato psyllid (Bactericera cockerelli, 

TPP) is now a major insect pest of  potato crops in 

New Zealand; first detected in 2006 the pest has 

since spread throughout the North and South 

Islands.  

 

The psyllid damages plants by piercing plant 

tissues and feeding on sugars produced by the 

plant. The psyllid also vectors a Liberibacter 

bacterium (Candidatus Liberibacter 

solanacearum, Lso) which causes discolouration 

in potato tubers (a condition known as zebra 

chip), reduced yield, plant yellowing and death. 

The tomato/potato psyllid-Liberibacter complex 

poses a significant threat to the New Zealand 

horticulture sector.  

 
Tomato/potato psyllid, nymphs, adults and psyllid 

sugars. 

 
(ZC NebGuide, 2013) 

 

This year in terms of weather has been 

different in comparison to previous years with 

a mild winter and very hot and dry Oct/Nov. 

These conditions are conducive to large 

overwintering TPP populations potentially 

leading to high population growth into the 

summer months. Here at Pukekohe we have 

seen low numbers of TPP present through 

October and November. We usually see large 

increases in numbers in January and February 

so be on the lookout if you have taewa crops 

in the ground.  

 

In terms of control you could try Neem® oil 

or any other horticultural spray oil (Eco Oil® 

or Mineral Oil) as softer chemical options. It 

is always important to use any spray in 

accordance to manufacturer’s directions for 

both yours and your crops health and safety.  

 

If you would like any further information 

regarding the tomato/potato psyllid please 

email me: 

aleise.puketapu@plantandfood.co.nz 
 

Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 

taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori 

potato crops -  72 pages covering aspects of crop 

production and plant health for taewa ‘Maori 

potato’ crops.  Topics covered include: traditional 

crop management, beneficial organisms, pests, 

viruses, fungal & bacterial diseases & 

physiological disorders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

E-mail addresses 

If you now have access to e-mail or have changed 

your e-mail address could you please send a  

message to Nick or Aleise so that we can e-mail 

the newsletter to you; this saves on postage and 

you receive the newsletter faster.   

Please send your address to: 

   N.Roskruge@massey.ac.nz        or  

   Aleise.Puketapu@plantandfood.co.nz  

 

 
Subscriptions 

The 2014 subscriptions are now due. Amounts 

have remained the same: adults $10; kaumatua, 

kuia, students $10; groups, marae, schools $50 

and corporate $200/yr.  Please forward them to 

The Secretary, P O Box 1458, Palmerston North.  

 

 

 

 



 5 

 

Tahua-roa: food for your visitors. Korare; 

Maori green vegetables – 114 pages 

introducing over 30 korare or Maori green 

vegetables sourced from freshwater, coastal 

areas, the forest and bush, as weeds in crops 

or crops themselves.  Each korare is 

introduced including whakapapa references, 

botanical status, and utility, and also includes 

some recipes. 

 

 
 

 

Anyone interested in purchasing a copy of either 

of the published books can download an order 

form from the Tahuri Whenua webpage or 

forward payment directly to Tahuri Whenua, PO 

Box 1458, Palmerston North.   

 

The cost is $20 per copy for members and p/p. 

 

 

SOUTH AMERICA 2014 

After much thinking and considerations we have 

settled on a 14 day  trip to South America around 

late May, early June which will coincide with the 

harvest of native potatoes.  At this stage the costs 

are yet to be fully determined and the travel 

agents are looking at them for us. 

The trip will include Chile (possibly southern 

region/Chiloe Island) then Paraguay followed by 

Lima and Cusco in Peru.  Lima is the home to the 

International centre for potato and sweetpotato 

research and Cusco, home of tourism and the 

indigenous horticultural initiative known as the 

Potato Park.  Anyone interested in learning more 

on coming along should contact Nick – 027 

2066850 

 

HUI – A – ROHE 2014 

 

The Hui-a-rohe is being planned for 14-15 

February 2014.  The venue will be Te Hiiri marae, 

near Kakariki/Halcombe (Pryces Line, Kakariki) 

and we will look to have the powhiri there at 6pm 

on Friday 14
th
. 

 

Te Hiiri have set up a maara this year which is 

doing very well.  There are also some other 

similar projects in the vicinity which you may get 

to see. 

 

If you are keen to attend all or part of the Hui-a-

rohe then please let one of the committee know 

for catering purposes by February 9
th
 2014.   

Nau mai, Haere mai. 

 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

 

You will see a list of committee members and 

Kaumatua for Tahuri Whenua on the header (page 

one) of the newsletter. All these people are 

available to help with any questions related to 

Tahuri Whenua or related kaupapa around Maori 

horticulture. 

 

Moko Morris (Taranaki) from Otaki has joined 

the committee and many of you are familiar with 

Moko from many hui which she has been at.  Her 

background is in horticulture and teaching.  She 

also works part-time for Te Waka Kai Ora – an 

organic interest group many of you are familiar 

with. 

 

Recently Jenny Allen (senior) from Taumarunui 

also joined the Committee as a representative of 

the region and broad range of maara kai and other 

interests there.  Jenny has a long interest and 

background in horticulture and her and husband 

Joe have large initiatives there.  Their daughter 

Jenny also has maara set up at Ngapuke  school 

where she teaches.   

 

Our Kaumatua roopu continue to be strong pou of 

the Tahuri Whenua roopu and support all the 

activities we participate in.  Aunty Chrissy Kawau 

has shifted from Bulls to Whanganui in recent 

months so some of you might see her in town 

there.  
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PROFILE – VISITING STUDENTS 

 

Some of you will have met various students who 

are involved in projects which align to the Tahuri 

Whenua Kaupapa.  Often they participate in the 

various hui we hold and also through connections 

to a wider audience such as international projects. 

 

Rodrigo Estrada de la Cerda is in Aotearoa from 

Guatemala – in Central America, just south of 

Mexico – on an NZAid scholarship for two years.  

His project will be with kumara crops and looking 

at updating parts of a growers manual which was 

written in 1973.  Currently he has crops planted at 

Palmerston North, Porangahau (with Aramanu 

Ropiha) and Ohakea (with Uncle Peter 

Richardson) for the summer period – and will also 

continue to grow tipu after the summer to track 

their quality factors.  There is lots of interest in 

the establishment of ‘tapapa’ or beds to produce 

kumara tipu or cuttings and we have groups 

asking for workshops on this before next summer 

so they can try it themselves. 

 

Also here for a few weeks in Rodrigo’s brother 

Javier who has been helping with the summer 

projects while checking on his brother progress. 

 

Lincoln Thomson – originally from Manutuke 

near Gisborne – has been assisting with the taewa 

seed bank and other crops at Massey until recently 

when he took a job Woodhaven Gardens in Levin 

– large producers of a range of vegetable crops in 

the Southern North Island.  A great opportunity 

for Lincoln to work in the industry. 

 

 

It is great to have all these people in the mix 

and participating with various activities.   

Nga mihi mahana kia koutou. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tina Stirling (originally from Mahia) has spent 

the last two school terms with Nick in the Maori 

Resource group at Massey on a Royal Society 

teaching fellowship.  She has been participating in 

all the hui and workshops as well as with the 

crops and trials for the current summer. Tina is a 

teacher at Bunnythorpe School, a small rural 

school in Manawatu, and will return there in 2014. 

 

Check out the following website for an update of 

her project. 

http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/teaching-

learning/teacher-fellowships/profiles/2013-

recipients/ira-betina-stirling/  

 

 

Another helper is Mellany 

Albert (From Motatau and 

Kaikohe in the North), 

now living in the 

Manawatu and passionate 

about maara.  She has 

helped develop maara at 

the Te Uru Karaka 

Kohanga reo where her 

whanau attend and also 

with our gardens at 

Ohakea and Palmerston North. 

 

 

 
Lincoln, Nick and Rodrigo – planting time. 

 

CHRISTMAS GREETINGS 

Nga mihi nui ki a koutou mo Kirihimete me te Tau 

Hou.  A happy and safe Christmas to everyone, and 

whanau, and all the best for the upcoming year - 

2014.  Nga mihi aroha. 

 

http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/teaching-learning/teacher-fellowships/profiles/2013-recipients/ira-betina-stirling/
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/teaching-learning/teacher-fellowships/profiles/2013-recipients/ira-betina-stirling/
http://www.royalsociety.org.nz/teaching-learning/teacher-fellowships/profiles/2013-recipients/ira-betina-stirling/

