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Tena koutou katoa, 

Let us take this opportunity to first acknowledge 

those members and whanaunga who have passed 

away recently. Moe mai, moe mai te moengaroa, 

haere, haere, haere.  

Hui-a-tau - 13 August 2011 

Rongomaraeroa Marae, Porangahau 

In August we held a very good and informal 

AGM at Porangahau on the invitation of local 

whanau.  The first part of the hui included 

presentations from several members related to 

gardens or projects they have been involved with.   

The committee were returned without the need for 

a formal vote.  We also got an introduction to the 

work on the Auntys garden initiative from 

members of their team. 

Alby Marsh introduced two projects which Tahuri 

Whenua have been successful in gaining funding 

from the Sustainable Farming Fund (MAF) and 

which he will be helping to manage over the next 

three years.  Richard Hunter from the committee 

will be the primary point of contact for this 

project. More on that later. 

The day also included a breakaway tour of some 

local garden sites including the community hall 

and school.  We took soil tests as a starting point 

on establishing some long term gardens here – the 

test results have since been analysed and sent to 

the community contact.  The hui finished with a 

wonderful hakari.  Our thanks to our hosts for the 

day and for everyone who travelled from far and 

near to participate in the hui. 

 

15-16 August 2011 

Most of you will remember the week following 

the AGM as the week where much of the country 

experienced snow, especially in areas where no-

one in living memory could remember it snowing.  

It seems our AGM coincides every year with a 

weather event of some sort, floods in 2010 and 

snow in 2009!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planting in the Andes! 

Here we are planting crops on a plateau higher 

than Mt Cook in New Zealand, home to a variety 

of root crops including la papa nativa (Native 

potatoes), oca (we call them yams in New 

Zealand), maschua and corn.  The location is San 

Jose de Aymara, about 1 ¼ hours’ drive from 

Huancayo a city of 400,000 people thriving on 

commercial business and supporting local 

industry and agriculture. 

 

Huancayo is 8 hours’ drive southeast from Lima 

in Peru over some pretty rough, hair-raising and 

treacherous roads up into the Andes mountains –

along the way you go over a saddle at 4818m 

above sea level.  Compare that to Mt Cook which 

is our highest natural land point in New Zealand 

at 3754 metres.  You descend a little as you get to 

Huancayo at just 3280m.  The only airport is 40 

minutes from the city and boasts a regular shuttle 

service to Lima with small planes - 12-20 seaters. 

You do not generally see tourists around so this is 

a city different to where most people head to. 

Every year the International Potato Centre located 

at La Molina in Lima, Peru plant trial crops of 
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Off to inspect the community garden site at 

the local hall 
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Andean potatoes including some repatriation 

crops at altitude.  The aim is to learn more about 

how these potato varieties respond to the altitude 

and climate and to reintroduce some of the better 

performing varieties to communities where they 

were once common.  By 9am we were on the road 

to the trials – two trucks, 8 people and maybe 2 

tonne of seed.  The trip was not for the faint 

hearted and hair-raising in parts with several 

accidents to negotiate. Not easy when you see the 

steepness and narrow cuttings but if you can drive 

in Peru – urban or rural – then you can drive 

anywhere.  They are almost maniacs, road rules 

and pedestrians don’t seem to exist.  

The trials are being planted with local labour at a 

village called San Jose de Aymara, another 1200m 

(so 4400m) up the mountains.  3 trials – the first 

with 1200 different varieties of native potatoes – 

all with 12 plants and two treatments; the second 

with only 600 varieties and then the last which is 

smaller again and is a fertiliser trial.  The air is 

very thin so walking up and down the steep 

paddocks is not always easy, even for the regulars 

in the group.  The paddocks are steep and hand 

prepared and planted; no machinery to assist on 

these isolated slopes.  The local team of about 30 

are great to watch, communally working with 

tasks naturally falling to either the men or women 

of the group.  Seed potatoes are laid in the furrow 

by both sexes, the women add the manure, the 

men add the fertiliser and the women and 

teenagers go through and cover and mound the 

rows to complete the job. The weather up the 

mountains is mostly brilliantly clear and 

occasional rain – the summer here is the wet 

season and winter is dry.  It is the southern 

hemisphere so the same seasons as NZ but as it is 

more equatorial it is more clearly wet and dry in 

the different seasons.  At this altitude you burn 

very easily so everyone is covered like they are in 

a winter location. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each morning we leave at 6.15am and stop at a 

small village called Pucara for breakfast 

(generally sopa or soup using local vegetables) 

and buy the lunch for the whole team (8 of us and 

about 30 locals) so the local shops are really 

happy to see our trucks arrive.  It takes over an 

hour up the roads to the paddocks! Twice a day 

there and back and pretty narrow and windy!  You 

need a good stomach but our drivers don’t seem to 

notice anything. 

On the second day we had some fun as the road 

past this village comes from some very remote 

drug producing region and this morning some 

smugglers thought our two trucks were the policia 

on their tail (we have diplomatic plates and the 

flag on the bumper!) so threw out all the drug 

(cocaine I think) and took off.   The locals were 

quite amused.  My purpose for being here is to 

learn more about the relationship between our 

taewa Maori and their place of origin in the 

Andes.  The relationship between a culture and 

crop which they rely on for survival is quite 

amazing and provides some insight to how our 

tupuna would have related to this crop.  

 

 

 

 
Our Chairman Nick Roskruge wrote this piece on 

his recent trip to the planting of trials which he 

was offered to participate in.  Nick has a project 

started in May which is to look at the origin and 

movement of three of our ‘introduced’ Maori 

crops: taewa, kumara and kaanga.  The first two 

crops originate in the Andes and the kaanga as 

‘Indian corn’ in Central America (Mexico etc.)  

the project will involve information gathering 

from the communities who have a relationship to 

these crops and they will also do some 

fingerprinting to follow the movement of the 

crops.  The project is 3 years and is expected to 

result in a book to be published. 

 

Our team of locals planting the trials – we don’t 

get to do too much other than sort, grade and 

pick up after them 

View from the road to San Jose de Aymara – 

Huancayo way down in the valley on the extreme left 

– you can just see the road leading east from the city 
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Maara kai programme 2011/12 (TPK) 

As many of you will be aware, TPK are under-

taking their Maara kai project again this year.  

Many of our members are being asked to 

contribute to this project in many regions.  In the 

Aotea region (Taranaki, Whanganui and 

Rangitikei/Manawatu) we have been asked to 

contribute through the supply of seed and 

information and to oversee the 30 gardens in the 

region for the summer. All participants (marae, 

kura, whanau) will become Tahuri Whenua 

members as well. We will be arranging for 

members to visit the gardens over the summer and 

to assist where possible and eventually prepare a 

full report for TPK on their success. 

In Tuwharetoa Nick undertook a workshop in 

early November in Turangi with the Trust Board 

who are overseeing the 8 gardens in their region. 

This was a great day for all involved and it will be 

interesting to follow their success. Again, all 

participants will become members of Tahuri 

Whenua and it is anticipated we will hold another 

hui-a-rohe for Tahuri Whenua members at  

Turangi in late April 2012. 

We would be interested to hear from anyone else 

in other regions with any involvements in local 

projects. 

 

 

FAR (Foundation for Arable Research) project 

Tahuri Whenua has been asked to participate in a 

new project under the umbrella of FAR which has 

been called ‘Resilient cropping in the field’.  They 

will be presenting at our February hui but if 

anyone has a particular interest in land resource 

sustainability then this project will be of interest.  

It is expected the project will include some 

regional workshops which we will have the 

opportunity to participate as both presenters and 

targeted audience.  Any queries can be directed to 

Nick at this early stage of the project. 

 

 

School gardens/Spud-in-a-bucket 

As expected the spud-in-a-bucket project 

continues although in a lower profile than 

previously.  When we initiated the project we 

hoped the schools would each continue the project 

after the initiation from Tahuri Whenua through 

keeping their own seed and reusing buckets etc.  

Most have done this.  Some new schools and 

kohanga continue to become involved and as 

examples in recent weeks we have provided seed 

materials and workshops at a Kohanga reo in 

Raumati and Ohangai School (Hawera) for the 

project.  Always great to see nga tamariki get 

involved.  

SFF Projects 

Tahuri Whenua seeks to continue improving the 

opportunity for growers of Maori crops, and all 

horticultural crops – to be successful producers 

and manage their land and resources in the best 

and most sustainable way possible. 

Periodically we are successful in gaining funding 

to undertake projects that help fulfil this objective.  

Two projects starting this season are: 

- A three year project looking at crop rotation 

practices, especially for people with limited 

land resources to undertake full rotation 

- A project to prepare a kamokamo worksheet 

which will involve interviews with growers 

across the country over the next 6 months 

The first of the rotation trials have been planted at 

Blenheim and Palmerston North under the 

management of Alby Marsh at Plant & Food. 

 

 

 

Richard Hunter is our Tahuri Whenua primary 

contact for these projects. 

 

 

70
th

 Birthday – congratulations 

Hineorangi (Delia) Ahern, our first administrator 

who helped set up Tahuri Whenua is now retired 

and living in Turakina.  She recently celebrated 

her 70
th
 at Te Hiiri Marae in Kakariki. 

Preparing to plant the trial in sunny Blenheim on 

Phillip McDonald’s (Pictured centre) property – 

Oct 2011  

L-R: Nick, Jack TeWhaiti, Hineorangi, Pita 

Richardson, Chrissy Kawau & Hemi 

Cunningham 



 4 

Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 

taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori 

potato crops -  72 pages covering aspects of crop 

production and plant health for taewa ‘Maori 

potato’ crops.  Topics covered include: traditional 

crop management, beneficial organisms, pests, 

viruses, fungal & bacterial diseases & 

physiological disorders.   The book also includes 

a glossary of Maori terms and an example of the 

maramataka Maori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anyone interested in purchasing a copy of this 

published book can download an order form from 

the Tahuri Whenua webpage or forward payment 

directly to Tahuri Whenua, PO Box 1458, 

Palmerston North.   

 

The cost is $25 per copy and $2 p/p if by mail. 

 

 

E-mail addresses 

If you now have access to e-mail or have changed 

your e-mail address could you please send a  

message to Nick or Aleise so that we can e-mail 

the newsletter to you; this saves on postage and 

you receive the newsletter faster.   

Please send your address to: 

   N.Roskruge@massey.ac.nz        or  

   Aleise.Puketapu@plantandfood.co.nz  

 

 
Subscriptions 

The 2012 subscriptions are now due. Amounts 

have remained the same: adults $10; kaumatua, 

kuia, students $10; groups, marae, schools $50 

and corporate $200/yr.  Please forward them to 

The Secretary, P O Box 1458, Palmerston North. 

Aunty’s Garden 

The ‘Aunty’s Garden’ initiative is growing with 

great gusto following the official launch in May. 

The overall aim of the initiative is to create a 

range of pathways to promote and sell produce 

and to support the economic development of 

Maori land based assets and resources. If you are 

interested in being part of this initiative or would 

like to learn more about Aunty’s Garden please 

see their website: www.auntysgarden.co.nz  

You will find links on their webpage that give you 

options for keeping in touch through alternatives 

such as Facebook and Twitter. 

 

Introductions 

Some of you might have met some of the 

international students who spend time on projects 

or with members from time to time.  At the AGM 

you will have met Catherine Lever (and whanau) 

from Chile. Catherine is the technician with 

Nick’s projects for the next 2 years.  She has a 

horticultural background and is based in 

Palmerston North. 

More recently Nick, Dan, Aleise and Hanui (and 

others) have been hosting Chris Donato from New 

Jersey (USA) who is here for the summer doing a 

project looking at the establishment of kumara 

plants.  If anyone would like to contribute to his 

project feel free to contact him. 

chrisdonato@gmail.com 

 

HUI – A – ROHE 2012 

Manoeka Pa, Te Puke  

10-12 February 2012 

The dates for the first 2012 Hui-a-rohe have been 

confirmed as 10-12 February 2012 with the 

Powhiri to be held in the mid-afternoon on Friday 

10
th
. Sandra Potaka is the primary contact for the 

organising group.  Accommodation will be 

available at the marae. 

 

Sandra Potaka, Maranga Waitaha Facilitator 

Waitaha Raupatu Trust, Shop 10, Palmer 

Court, 46 Jellicoe Street, Te Puke 3153 

PO Box 416, TE PUKE 3153 

P 07 573 7484, M 027 749 3377 

E maranga.waitaha@gmail.com 
 

Xmas Greetings 

Nga mihi nui ki a koutou mo Kirihimete me te 

Tau Hou.  A happy and safe Christmas to 

everyone, and whanau, and all the best for the 

upcoming year - 2012.  Nga mihi aroha. 

http://www.auntysgarden.co.nz/
mailto:chrisdonato@gmail.com
mailto:maranga.waitaha@gmail.com

