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Tena koutou katoa, 

 

Let us take this opportunity to first acknowledge 

those members and whanaunga who have passed 

away recently especially Mataroa Frew, an avid 

supporter of our kaupapa and Tahuri Whenua 

committee member. Moe mai e nga rangatira, moe 

mai te moengaroa, haere, haere, haere. We also 

send our thoughts, prayers and condolences to 

those affected by the recent earthquake in 

Christchurch. Our Christchurch members, Turi 

McFarlane, Simon Lambert, and their families are 

safe and well. 

 

Hui-a-rohe  

Owae Marae, Waitara 4-6 March 2011 

This year saw a change in format of our hui-a-

rohe as suggested by a number of our members. 

As with previous hui the first day was reserved for 

travel followed a late afternoon powhiri; this year 

all formalities, presentations and meeting 

proceedings were carried out on the first day. The 

following day was reserved for travelling around 

the rohe, culminating in a visit to Pukeariki in 

New Plymouth. Over 70 members attended the 

hui over the three days; lower than expected due 

to the Christchurch earthquake. 

The hui was hosted by Owae Marae in Waitara 

and co-ordinated by a group of wonderful woman; 

Maikara (Honey) Tapuke, Mina Timutimu, 

Georgie Taiaki, Rene Sharman and her sister 

Robyn; formerly known as Nga uri o Ngati Rahiri. 

The hui progressed seamlessly due to their 

organisation and the kai was delicious: we were 

well looked after. 

 

Friday 4
th
 March 

Fridays proceedings were kicked off with a 

welcome by Nick and followed by a number of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

short presentations from four Students (Aleise 

Puketapu, Stephen Fitzherbert, Fleur Hirst and 

Zirsha Wharemate) from Massey and Auckland 

Universities regarding their research and Ben 

Barber from the ‘Aunty’s Garden’ initiative. The 

group was suitably impressed by Ben’s 

presentation and were treated to an encore 

screening the following day.  

 

 
Group shot at Pukearuhe Marae in front of the meeting house 

Tama-ariki. 

 

This was followed by presentations from the 

National Kohanga Reo Trust (NKRT) and Maori 

Women’s Welfare League. The NKRT is busy 

planning a national maara kai project aimed at 

involving all of the 475 kohanga in New Zealand, 

behind the scenes Tahuri Whenua is following 

this up with the National Kohanga Office. 

The Tahuri Whenua meeting was kicked off by 

Nick with two presentations regarding traditional 

Maori horticulture which sparked much   

discussion and input from the group. Following 

this were a number of regional updates from those 

around the motu who attended the hui.  

The possibility of another trip overseas was 

discussed with two possible destinations; 

Paraguay in South America or Washington State, 

Northwest USA, two very interesting places to 

consider.  
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To finish off the meeting proceedings, our book 

‘Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 

taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori potato 

crops’, written by three members of Tahuri 

Whenua; Nick Roskruge, Aleise Puketapu and 

Turi McFarlane, was officially launched. The 

launch featured in the ‘Taranaki Daily News’ the 

following Monday.  

 

The Tahuri Whenua 2011-2012 Matariki calendar 

was also introduced to the group; this calendar 

provides information regarding becoming a 

member of the collective, maramataka and a 

number of traditional crops. Contact the collective 

or visit the website (www.tahuriwhenua.org.nz) if 

you wish to purchase any of these items. 

 

Saturday 5 March 

Saturday was spent travelling around the rohe 

with our commentator Uncle Ron Tapuke. We 

travelled to the Urenui District in North Taranaki 

where our first stop was Te Rangi Hiroa’s (Sir 

Peter Buck) burial site and the local marae. We 

then travelled to Ngati Tama at Pukearuhe Marae 

for lunch and korero and then back to Pukeariki in 

New Plymouth. Although the rain pelted down at 

times, especially the pohiri at Pukearuhe, we were 

still in good spirits. 

 

We were fashionably late for our date with Glen 

Skipper, the curator of the ‘Takapou Whariki o 

Taranaki’ exhibit which showcases local carvings, 

history and delicate woven pieces dating back to 

1810. We were lucky enough to be privy to a 

number of items related to traditional maara kai 

usually stored away from the public eye; all 

thanks to Glen (see below). 

 

 

 
Pukeariki – Glen Skipper presenting a close up and hands on 

look at some taonga tuku iho related to maara kai 

 

 

 

Sunday 5
th
 March 

Sunday saw the end of the hui; the passing of our 

friend and committee member, Mataroa Frew, was 

remembered. The kawe-mate was bought to Owae 

by Mataroa’s daughter Tabitha and passed onto 

Nick and Uncle Pita.  

The day was rounded off with the poroporoaki; 

after which the group parted ways until the next 

meeting. 

 

We would like to express our gratitude and thanks 

to our sponsors; Te Puni Kokiri, the National 

Bioprotection Research Centre at Lincoln 

University, the Institute of Natural Resources at 

Massey University, the Taranaki Electricity Trust 

and Te Atiawa Fisheries for their contribution of 

kai. 

 

Matariki Calendar  

Our newest publication is a Matariki Calendar 
which includes whakatauki, information on 

seasons & maramataka & photos of our Maori 

crops. Calendars are $10 each plus $1 p&p. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Orders can be made to: 

 

Tahuri Whenua Inc. Soc. 

P O Box 1458 

Palmerston North 4440 
 

Aunty’s Garden 

The ‘Aunty’s Garden’ initiative is growing with 

great gusto!! The overall aim of the initiative is to 

create a range of pathways to promote and sell 

produce and to support the economic development 

of Maori land based assets and resources. If you 

are interested in being part of this initiative or 

would like to learn more about Aunty’s Garden 

please see their website: www.auntysgarden.co.nz 

or email Ben Barber at ben@auntysgarden.co.nz 

http://www.tahuriwhenua.org.nz/
http://www.auntysgarden.co.nz/
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Tomato/Potato Psyllid 

The tomato/potato psyllid (TPP) was once again a 

major pest of Taewa during the cropping season. 

At this point there is no ‘quick fix’ for this insect 

but a number of practices may illicit some control 

or delay the onset of the pest. 

We recommend that Taewa crops are planted as 

early as possible (August through to October) in 

the hope that by the time TPP arrive your crop is 

strong and healthy and capable of withstanding 

some damage caused by the pest. This may also 

minimise the effect of TPP on tuber set and 

therefore yield.  

If chemical control is favourable in your crop a 

rotation schedule of at least 10-14 days is advised 

to prevent insect resistance. The more popular 

chemical products include; Verdex, Confidor, 

Actara, Abamectin, Oberon and Monvento.  

Some more ‘organic’ type responses include oils 

such as SunSpray oil and Neem and may be 

applied for the control of eggs. 

 

The use of selective chemicals is favourable as 

these products pose least threat to natural enemies 

such as lacewings, hoverfly and ladybirds.  

Here are a few tips to help control TPP; 

- Monitor crops 

- Calibrate sprayers 

- Use soft selective chemicals 

- Rotate between insecticides and allow 

a 6 week break before reapplying the 

same insecticide group 

- Consider including oils with 

insecticides for egg control. 

 
 

2011/2012 – Hikoi ki Amerika 

Due to the success and interest in the 2009 hikoi 

to Peru, South America we are in the preliminary 

planning stages for a second trip. Those who came 

to Peru will tell you that these trips are well worth 

your time; a once in a lifetime opportunity to 

experience another culture with a group of like 

minded people.  

 

Two destinations have been looked at; Paraguay 

in South America or Washington State, Northwest 

USA to visit the indigenous Makaw people. The 

trip may take place in November this year; this is 

just to notify those who are thinking of coming to 

start saving your dollars!!  

 

 

Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 

taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori 

potato crops -  72 pages covering aspects of crop 

production and plant health for taewa ‘Maori 

potato’ crops.  Topics covered include: traditional 

crop management, beneficial organisms, pests, 

viruses, fungal & bacterial diseases & 

physiological disorders.   The book also includes 

a glossary of Maori terms and an example of the 

maramataka Maori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Anyone interested in purchasing a copy of this 

newly published book can download an order 

form from the Tahuri Whenua webpage or 

forward payment directly to Tahuri Whenua, PO 

Box 1458, Palmerston North.   

 

The cost is $25 per copy and $2 p/p if by mail. 

 

 

E-mail addresses 

If you now have access to e-mail or have changed 

your e-mail address could you please send a  

message to Nick or Aleise so that we can e-mail 

the newsletter to you; this saves on postage and 

you receive the newsletter faster.   

 

Please send your address to: 

   N.Roskruge@massey.ac.nz        or  

   Aleise.Puketapu@plantandfood.co.nz  

 

 

We welcome Aunty Chrissy Kawau (Ngati 

Porou whanui) to our kaumatua roopu and 

appreciate all the support she and the roopu 

give the collective. Nga mihi nui Aunty. 
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Subscriptions 

The 2011 subscriptions are now due. Amounts 

have remained the same: adults $10; kaumatua, 

kuia, students $10; groups, marae, schools $50 

and corporate $200/yr.  Please forward them to 

The Secretary, P O Box 1458, Palmerston North. 

 

 
Auntys Garden website launch 

Waipatu Marae – Wednesday 11 May 2011 

The whanau at Auntys Garden had the launch for 

their new website on 11 May 2011 at Waipatu 

Marae in Hastings.  An expo of products was held 

to coincide with the launch as well as a series of 

presentations from Dr Rose Pere and Hon. Dr Pita 

Sharples (both Ngati Kahungunu) and Dr Nick 

Roskruge representing both Tahuri Whenua and a 

talk on some of the contemporary issues around 

Maori horticultural opportunities.  The launch was 

a great success, well attended and a wonderful and 

positive start to the future of this initiative.   

 

Contacts: 

Website: www.auntysgarden.co.nz 

Youtube.com/user/auntysgarden 

Ph: 0800 AUNTY G [286894] 

Email: info@auntysgarden.co.nz  

 

 

Taewa Harvest Hangi 

On Thursday 14
th
 April the annual harvest and 

hangi was held with the trial crops at Massey in 

Palmerston North. Although a full harvest is yet to 

be completed, we are looking at the impact on 

yield from the psyllid for the taewa and the 

quality factors around seed for the kokihi and 

kamokamo and cob quality for the kaanga. If the 

weather is good the crops should all be harvested 

this month (May)!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tahuri Whenua 2011 AGM Reminder 

Our next meeting will be held in Porangahau at 

Rongomaraeroa marae. Please note your 

calendars. 

THE DATE HAS BEEN SET for Saturday 13 

August 2011 (before the World Cup) and the 

tentative agenda is as follows: 

 10am – powhiri 

 10.30 – kapu tii 

 11am – AGM  

 1pm – see (and interact with) local 

initiatives including kura/spud-in-a-

bucket and maara kai. 

 2pm – kai/lunch 

 3pm – poroporoaki  

 

Committee changes 

Since the recent Owae hui the committee have 

discussed the membership of the Tahuri 

Whenua committee in the light of the passing 

of Mataroa Frew, a committee stalwart, and 

also in the ideas put forward by some of the 

kaumatua around developing a ‘rangatahi’ 

group within the collective to encourage and 

support our young people around being 

involved in an initiative such as Tahuri 

Whenua.  Consequently we have asked Aleise 

Puketapu (Te Atiawa/Tainui waka) to join the 

committee.  Aleise is currently based at 

Pukekohe so is well placed to support Tahuri 

Whenua geographically and has already been 

assisting with the roopu in the last couple of 

years.  We have also asked Turi McFarlane 

(Ngai Tahu/Atiawa) who is based in 

Christchurch to come on board to help 

develop the ‘rangatahi’ roopu.  Turi has a 

background in working on horticulturally 

aligned projects and involving different 

communities.  Over the next couple of months 

we will work on how to get more young 

people (rangatahi do not need to be defined 

by age!!) connected to Tahuri Whenua, what 

medium we can use to connect them – email, 

web etc. and how we can involve them in our 

hui to the best effect for everyone (the 

presentations at Owae were a good example).  

If anybody has any thoughts to contribute 

please get in touch with any of the committee.  

 

We hope to be able to present an update on 

this kaupapa to the AGM in August. 


