
 1

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tena koutou te whanau. 

Greetings for the end of the year – 2010.  the 
weather is brilliant and the promise of a La Nina 
summer means more of the dry weather for the 
west and perhaps some rain on the east – or  even 
threats of tropical cyclones!!.  
 
This is a quick newsletter for the end of the year 
now that people have their crops in the ground or 
time to contemplate the year gone by. 

 

Webpage  

Tahuri Whenua are pleased to announce the new, 
revamped webpage is now online for everyone to 
see – gone online September 28 2010. 
You can visit it at www.tahuriwhenua.org.nz  
 
Bear in mind it is in development stages and some 
of the information carried over will have to be 
updated and corrected but this new website is 
much more interactive and we intend to get the 
webserver  - Kiwiwebs of Wanganui –  
to create links, documents and submission pages 
so it is more interactive for everyone concerned. 
 
This is just the starting block… 
If anyone has some feedback to offer, or 
corrections to note, please feel free to get back to 
one of the committee  
 
AGM – Parewahawaha marae 
The 2010 AGM was held in September at 
Parewahawaha marae in Bulls.  The turn out was 
excellent, even considering the atrocious weather 
which held some people back and got some others 
stuck in the region for a night.  The storm blocked 
roads and affected travel plans.   
Our committee were retained for the next two 
years.  Much thanks to them all for their input to 
the kaupapa and being available to their local  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
communities and groups representing Tahuri 
Whenua.  Many of our members are equally busy 
taking the kaupapa to the community and being 
involved with the schools, marae and gardens etc. 
 

 
 
 
Uncle Hemi Cunningham 80th Birthday 
Our Kaumatua Uncle Hemi Cunningham at 
Parewahawaha marae celebrated his 80th birthday 
in October so we had a dinner for him after the 
AGM.  Several of his whanau also joined us for 
the dinner and it was a great evening.  We heard  
some good stories and had lots of laughs and he 
enjoyed every minute of it. 

 

 

 

 

 

Uncle Jim’s 80th with some of his mokopuna 
around him.  Nga mihi atu e koro. 
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Excerpt from email we were sent from 
www.rootsforlife.org 

In celebration of the United Nations International 
Year of Biodiversity, the Roots for Life 
Foundation, is launching its first fund-raising 
campaign.  The primary objective of Roots for 
Life is to safeguard our potato plant heritage for 
future generations.  The domestication of food 
crops was one of the great innovations that gave 
rise to human civilization.  Once food security 
could be provided by harnessing the nutritional 
wealth of certain crops then communities, towns, 
cities and empires developed.  Imagine the 
absolute wonder of the ancient people of the 
Andes, when they discovered that the tubers of 
certain species of wild potatoes could be carefully 
selected in order to provide an abundant and 
nutritious source of energy, even in the harsh 
conditions of their chosen environment.  It was a 
discovery that would change the history of the 
world.    

Our debt of gratitude to those ancient potato 
growers, breeders and conservationists is large 
indeed.  Today the potato is the third most 
important food crop in the world.  It is perhaps 
most amazing that we have just begun to explore 
this treasure of the Andes.  The potatoes that 
changed the history of the world represent only a 
tiny fraction of the genetic wealth that exists in 
the nearly 5000 native varieties of potato selected 
and developed by the ancient people of the 
Andes.  Since potatoes were first introduced into 
Europe nearly 500 years ago, the humble tuber 
has fed large parts of the world, saved populations 
from famine, and changed our history.  Yet 95% 
of the commercially grown potatoes today, a 
market worth $650 billion annually, are derived 
from just five varieties.  Native potatoes exhibit 
great biodiversity and many undiscovered traits 
could provide answers to our future on this 
planet.   

Although more than enough food is produced to 
feed everyone in the world, more than a billion 
people do not get enough nutrients each day to 
lead active and healthy lives.  Unequal 
distribution, environmental challenges, water 
scarcity, nutritional deficiencies, poor storage, 
contamination, poor farming practices, conflicts 
and natural disasters are some of the issues that 
erode food supplies and, therefore, food security. 
The recent global food crisis warned us of the 
fragile state of our global food security system. It 
is time to remember the ancient potato growers 
and keepers and to use one of the most efficient 

crops in the world to provide solutions for global 
food security -  for our future.   

The Roots for Life Foundation was established 
with a primary objective to endow the in-trust 
biodiversity of potatoes and sweet potatoes - the 
two most important root and tuber crops for global 
food security. Over the past 150 years, a handful 
of naturalists and scientists have ventured into 
remote territories, tracking the diversity of the 
potato. They have travelled the highland plains 
and valleys, braving the freezing cold by night 
and the burning sun by day collecting these 
different treasures of genetic wonder created by 
nature and often improved and safeguarded by 
humankind.  Today the largest and most unique 
collection of potato varieties - the world's in-trust 
collection - is held by the International Potato 
Center (known by the acronym CIP, from its 
Spanish name Centro Internacional de la Papa).  
Founded in 1971 and headquartered in Lima, 
Peru, CIP is a non-profit, scientific research 
institution devoted to unleashing the potential of 
potatoes, sweetpotatoes and other roots and tubers 
to increase food security, reduce poverty and 
enhance sustainable development for small 
farmers and the most impoverished populations of 
the developing world.    

The goal of this first fund-raising campaign is to 
safeguard the 4,235 varieties of native potato that 
are presently held in CIP's gene bank.   These 
varieties in the world in-trust collection need to be 
endowed for long-term protection.  In the genetic 
biodiversity of these native potatoes lie the 
answers to food security in a world where climate 
change, water and land shortages, and an energy 
crisis threaten global food security.  The CIP 
potato collection is a trust fund for our survival.    

The campaign is aimed at individuals, community 
groups, schools, companies and Foundations who 
want to step up and recognize our generation's 
debt to the master agronomists of the Andes, the 
ancient farmers and the scientists who have 
carried this work forward, and the enormous 
legacy they left us for the future of humankind. 
We all have a responsibility to ensure food 
security and well-being for future generations and 
for the planet  - we can all be heroes in this global 
challenge.   

Congratulations…… 
To Simon lambert on his new job as a lecturer at 
Lincoln University.  Well done and we hope you 
enjoy your new role.  Kia pai to mahi. 
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Marae and kura 
Once again the ‘Spud in a bucket‘ has been 
initiated for the 2010 season.  A growing number 
of kura and kohanga are growing taewa in buckets 
– or sometimes in the gardens outside – and this 
year we are encouraging them all to look to save 
their own seed for the next season, thus creating 
an annual cycle of crop and seed saving. 
 
Aside from this project we have also been active 
in providing some vegetable seeds and potato 
tuber to a number of marae gardens around the 
motu including Takahanga at Kaikoura, Kairau in 
Taranaki, a couple of marae in Heretaunga 
(Hawkes Bay), Kawhia, Whanganui river and 
several initiatives in Wairau, Ngati Porou and the 
Bay of Plenty.  Tthere is also the Maara kai 
project which is being sponsored by Te Puni 
Kokiri and we have made ourselves available 
should the TPK people need support from us.   
 
 
The Makah nation 
In October Nick (our TW chairman) was invited 
to attend and do presentations at a series of hui in 
Vancouver, Canada and Washington State (just 
across the water from Vancouver).  This included 
some lectures to First nation’s classes at local 
universities and also a presentation to the Makah 
tribe at Neah Bay on the Olympic Peninsula in 
Northwest Washington State.  Turi McFarlane 
was able to secure funding to also travel on this 
hikoi and so the interests of Maori horticulture 
were presented to these groups by them both..   
 
The Makah also known as the Qwiqwidicciat are a 
people whose lives revolved around the oceans 
and lands where they live.  They were seasonal 
gatherers of food and marine kai, who moved 
around settlements according to the seasons.  
They were especially known for their whaling 
expertise, something they continue to practise 
through to today.   To learn more about them visit 
their werbsite at www.makah.com  
 
Nick was invited to give a presentation on Maori 
horticulture crops to the Makah.  They were keen 
to learn more about the crops as they freely admit 
that their skills in food production took second 
place to the fishing and marine  management.  
This presentation therefore was exciting because it 
concerned a skill they were less familiar with 
around the production of vegetable crops.  There 
is at least one variety of ‘native’ potato they grow 
called the Makah ozette.  This was included in the 
menu for the meal which accompanied the hui and 
is very similar to our Huakaroro variety. 

 
This hikoi was at the invitation of the Makah and 
Dr Chuck Brown of the USDA who has been 
working with them for almost 20 years on the 
whakapapa of their potato varieties. Chuck was 
responsible for looking after us for this leg of the 
journey and we were driven around the peninsula 
to experience a number of places including a town 
called ‘Forks’ which is the location for the filming 
of the movie ‘Twilight’….. 
 
There was considerable interest from the Makah 
in our history, language and horticultural activities 
and many of the people were keen to continue a 
relationship with New Zealand: maybe one day 
they will visit our country as our guests – we were 
also invited to return as a collective and 
experience their community at a future time.    
Nga mihi mahana ki a ratou, o nga whanaunga 
Makah ki Amerika.  Nga mihi aroha ki a koutou. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With some of the Makah hosts: Darrell and 
Barbara Markishtum, Nick, Polly, Turi, Vicky 
Druge and ? – Neah Bay 2010 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The ‘Makah ozette’ variety of potato
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«««  PANUI  »»» 
 

TAHURI WHENUA 
HUI-A-ROHE 2011 

 
Owae marae, Waitara (Taranaki) 

4-5-6 March 2011 
 

Nau mai, haere mai ki Taranaki 
Powhiri 5.30pm Thur. 3 March 2011 
Hui & presentations Friday 4 March 
Hikoi, North Taranaki Sat. 5 March 

Poroporoaki 
 
 

Come and join us for the annual Hui-a-rohe.  This 
is a time for networking, catching up with friends 
and whanau, exploring a region and seeing 
horticulture in practice.  Everyone is welcome to 
attend all or part of the hui as they like. 
Accommodation is available at the marae, we just 
need confirmation of numbers to one of the 
committee by 24 February 2011. 
 
 
Nga porearea me nga matemate o nga maara 
taewa: Pests and diseases of taewa Maori 
potato crops -  72 pages covering aspects of crop 
production and plant health for taewa ‘Maori 
potato’ crops.  Topics covered include: traditional 
crop management, beneficial organisms, pests, 
viruses, fungal & bacterial diseases & 
physiological disorders.   The book also includes 
a glossary of Maori terms and an example of the 
maramataka Maori 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Anyone interested in purchasing a copy of this 
newly published book – Nga porearea me nga 
matemate o nga maara taewa – can download an 
order form from the Tahuri Whenua webpage or 
forward payment directly to Tahuri Whenua, PO 
Box 1458, Palmerston North.   
 
The cost is $25 per copy and $2 p/p if by mail. 
 
 
 E-mail addresses 
If you now have access to e-mail or have changed 
your e-mail address could you please send a  
message to Nick or Aleise so that we can e-mail 
the newsletter to you; this saves on postage and 
you receive the newsletter faster.   
Please send your address to: 
   N.Roskruge@massey.ac.nz        or  
   A.Puketapu@massey.ac.nz  
 

 
Subscriptions 
The 2011 subscriptions are now due. Amounts 
have remained the same: adults $10; kaumatua, 
kuia, students $10; groups, marae, schools $50 
and corporate $200/yr.  Please forward them to 
The Secretary, P O Box 1458, Palmerston North. 
 
 

 
 
From the committee and Kaumatua roopu of 
Tahuri Whenua, we wish everyone a safe and 
happy Xmas and New Year and hope you all 
enjoy your whanau time.  No reira, Meri 
Kirihimete kia koutou me nga mihi mahana 
mo te Tau Hou 2011. Tena koutou, tena 
koutou, tena koutou katoa. 
 


